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DEVELOPMENT &
ALUMNI OFFICE
Welcome to the 2018 OMK Magazine, which covers
OMK news in 2018 and School news from the
academic year 2017-2018.
We enjoy meeting and hearing from hundreds of Old
Mount Kelleians from all walks of life, all parts of the
world, and all generations. It is our aim to deliver
a stimulating programme of events at School and
further afield, to help OMKs network with one another
for work and social purposes, and to welcome you
back to your old School. We are always delighted to
show visitors around the School - please do contact
us in advance so that we are ready for your arrival.
We are also here to support any fundraising efforts
to benefit Mount Kelly’s pupils, including the Mount
Kelly Bursary Fund.
We hope you enjoy reading this magazine; it most
certainly would not be possible without your news
and updates so please do keep in touch.

FRAN REID

Development & Alumni
Manager

OLD MOUNT KELLEIAN
GOLF DAY
SATURDAY 11 MAY 2019
AT TAVISTOCK GOLF CLUB
Meet 11.00 - 12.00pm
Tee off from 12.30pm
Prize Giving at the OMK Dinner - from 7pm
Format: Competitions in 3 Ball groups.
Entry Fees: £25 for Visitors, £7.50 for
Tavistock Golf Club Members, to include
golf, tea/coffee and pre-round snack
Please register your interest by emailing
the Development & Alumni Office:
alumni@mountkelly.com

PAT TEAR

Development & Alumni
Assistant
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Entries limited to 48 Players. Please state preferred partners if known.
Otherwise teams will be subject to committee allocation.

HEAD MASTER’S INTRODUCTION
Visit us at Mount Kelly and you will be
struck by the sense of purpose and
drive amongst our pupils and staff. I
am proud of our School and all that
our pupils achieve both in and out of
the classroom. Whether performing
on the stage or on the sports pitch,
navigating their way across the Moor
or progressing through the DofE Award
scheme, sailing on lake or ocean, or
learning to read or reciting poetry, a
Mount Kelly education offers a wealth
of opportunity – living and learning in a
uniquely beautiful setting on the edge
of Dartmoor.
Academics remains our priority,
however, so I was delighted with our
latest examination results in the Summer
of 2018: At A level, 37% of all grades
were A/A*, or the equivalent, while
64% of all grades were A*/B, and 83%
were A*/C. These figures represent
continued improvement on previous
years’ results and also significantly
exceed the national figures. The
overwhelming majority of those applying
for university secured places at their
first-choice institution, including some
of the most popular courses at Durham,
Imperial and Bristol. The School’s
GCSE candidates clearly rose to the
challenge of the reformed examinations,
and secured outstanding results across
the board. 10% of all grades awarded
were a 9, equivalent to the very highest
A* under the previous system, and

double the national figure. While 25%
of all grades awarded were 9-8, 43%
were 9-7; again, twice that achieved
nationally.
Of the many projects that have been
brought to a successful conclusion in
the last four years, the most totemic
is the opening of the Old Mount
Kelleian Bridge, spanning the river
Tavy and joining the two halves of
the school community. Bridges are
rich in possibility for metaphor, but
the significance of this should not be
underestimated. Not only will the bridge
make a tangible difference to the way in
which we operate, but it means that we
are, physically as well as institutionally,
one school on a single site. Already, I
am seeing groups of children heading
to and fro over the bridge, and they
frequently pause for a moment to enjoy
the sound of the river beneath and
the sunshine reflecting off the water.
Having spent much of my life in and
around independent schools, I can
safely say that I know of no other school
that occupies such a wonderful setting,
and our pupils’ lives are immeasurably
enhanced by spending their formative
years in such a spot.
Overseas, Mount Kelly Hong Kong is
thriving and we welcomed in September
our first group of MKHK Prep-aged
pupils who enjoyed a week boarding
with us. Mount Kelly International

has also now gained permission
and identified a suitable site for the
construction of a school in Johor,
located within the Medini city which is
part of the Iskandar Malaysia region.
The income received from our overseas
ventures has not only enabled us to
invest in our facilities, but also supports
our bursarial programme, launched as
part of our Five Year Strategic Plan at
the OMK Dinner in May, with an auction
which raised significant initial funds. We
are committed to supporting deserving
and talented pupils to come to join
Mount Kelly, by offering an increased
number of bursaries, and I urge you
to read more about this very important
initiative and to support us in any way
you can.
Building a thriving school community
remains our central aim, and the Old
Mount Kelleians are a central part of
this. It has been a very great pleasure
to meet so many of you at the various
events we host over the course of the
year, and I thank you for your continued
warmth, interest, and support of Mount
Kelly and all that we are doing to make it
a school of which we can all be proud.

NEW CHAIRMAN OF
GOVERNORS, DR KEVIN WILSON
Following a year in post as Vice-Chair,
Dr Kevin Wilson began his tenure as
Chair of Governors to the Foundation in
September 2018.
Dr Wilson has a strong pedigree for
this position. He has had a career
in financial services, having held
senior positions at Citigroup, its
legacy companies and S.G. Warburg
& Co, leading teams providing
equity research in pharmaceuticals,
biotechnology and healthcare to
institutional investors globally. He has

also worked in investment banking and
private equity. He now runs his own
consultancy business together with
his wife from their Devon home having
moved here from London in 2011. He
has held a number of Board positions
at companies related to his work.
Dr Wilson has always had a keen
interest in engaging in the education
voluntary sector and has over 9
years’ cumulative experience in
various governorships. He has been
a Governor and Vice-Chair of The

Highfield School, Letchworth, and most
recently has been a Governor and
Chair at Tavistock College, where he
led the Board through the College’s
recent turnaround process. His
independent sector experience comes
as a parent: his daughter was a pupil at
St. Christopher School in Letchworth.
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CHAIRMAN’S
FAREWELL
REAR ADMIRAL CHRIS SNOW
CHAIRMAN OF GOVERNORS
2013-2018
There is a brilliant art installation in
the departure lounge at Schiphol
airport – a clock that appears to have
a man behind it painting the minute
and hour hands (truly a 24/7 job!). I
found myself gazing at this the other
day between flights, nibbling a rather
unhealthy chip-based Dutch meal
when the ping of an incoming email
disturbed my reverie. It was Fran
Reid asking if I could write an article
for the OMK magazine following my
retirement as Chair of Governors.
But where to begin?
Salvation came in the shape of
an old article in the Times by Tom
Utley. Ostensibly bemoaning the
sale of a house in North London by
his parents which - had they held
on to - would have left him distinctly
richer, it actually reflected on the
many advantages they had given him
through a number of sacrifices and
struggles, not least of which was their
vision to invest in him by providing
a really good independent school
education. And there, in a nutshell,
was how I see the role of Governors.
When new Governors joined I made
the point to them that actually we
have three roles: company directors,
school governors, and trustees. Much
of the month-to-month work lies in
the first two roles; but the hardest
is perhaps the trustee part. Why?
Because it demands Governors
look out and forwards and take
actions that they believe will leave
the Foundation in a better shape,
not just for the year ahead, but in the
decades ahead.
It was that forward-looking trustee
role that was the driving motivation for
all of us as Governors over the first
four years of Mount Kelly’s existence.
It is what lay at the decisions
at the heart of the merger, and
subsequently at the heart of our five-
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year strategy with its distinct delivery
pillars and foundations set in good
governance and the development of
a solid financial base. It remains the
ultimate motivating force behind all
who give time voluntarily and freely
for the school.
As trustees we were clear from the
outset that the creation of Mount
Kelly meant we could take a fresh
view about a number of areas, but
in particular how the academics and
pastoral support would be delivered
in the new Foundation. Nationally
these are fast moving areas, prone to
political interference, but behind that
has been a revolution in classroom
expectation and delivery that can only
be for the good. The staff, under Mark
Semmence’s very able management
and leadership, has responded
superbly to the challenge we set
them to build Mount Kelly’s long-term
reputation for high quality education.
The changes we demanded are
not simple things, nor are they
delivered overnight: they involve
good management, and cultural shifts
and investment in and from the staff
to make them happen over several
academic cycles. Mount Kelly is
well down that route now, and I’m
sure that for the foreseeable future
the quality of academic delivery and
pastoral support will be synonymous
with the Mount Kelly name.
One of the finest legacies from both
Kelly College and Mount House
was the balancing of the academic
programme with the use of the great
outdoors. You all know the school is
in a fantastic part of the countryside,
Dartmoor on our doorstep and the
Devon and Cornwall coasts to hand,
but the combined site has opened
up new opportunities. This was a
legacy we wanted to build on through
a strong co-curricular programme
(you will see that in Learning Outside

the Classroom, in Ten Tors and DW,
Shackleton, and in the huge variety
of activities the pupils of every age
are involved in). And if swimming is
a key elite sport for us, above all we
want to offer a broad and balanced
high quality sports programme. The
recent development of a whole range
of sports facilities: the 50M pool, the
new and refurbished hockey pitches
in conjunction with Tavistock Hockey
Club, Tennis Courts, Netball facilities,
the MCC hub and cricket nets to
name a few, have all cascaded from
our aspiration as trustees in this field.
This use of the challenge of the
outdoors, and investment in a full
range of good quality sports and
extra-curricular facilities, are all
physical manifestations of our vision
as trustees to offer an education that
is not solely academics based, but
which allows our pupils to develop
as well balanced individuals and
team players, properly prepared for
the world as it will be in the years
ahead. The test I routinely placed
on myself is whether casual visitors
to the school comment positively on
the confidence but lack of arrogance
in our pupils. It is what attracted me
to send my children to the school,
and I believe it has endured through
the intervening years. It is one of the
golden threads of your legacy as
OMKs which we as trustees sought to
carry forward through into the future.

The last area I want to highlight in our
trustee role was our investment into
the estate. The Mount Kelly estate
has given us the chance to be one
of the jewels in the independent
school crown. No-one visiting can
fail to be impressed by the combined
site and its situation, and the recent
linking of the College and Prep via
the OMK bridge has been a vital part
in completing the immediate postmerger vision. But as trustees we
had to look further to the future, and
that means investing in the buildings
and estate properly so that they are
fit for purpose in five decades time,
not just today. There has been some
new build of course: the pool and

the OMK bridge are the obvious
examples, but our overarching
aim was to make the very best use
of the buildings we have through
refurbishment and modernisation.
That’s a big programme, and will no
doubt involve a significant amount
of scaffolding! But we have a
great buildings heritage that works
really well for the Foundation and it
deserves the investment.
So will some future OMK equivalent
of Tom Utley be writing for the Times
about the quality of education they
received at Mount Kelly courtesy of
the sacrifices of their hard working
parents or having benefitted from the

new OMK Bursary programme? Well
I can’t promise The Times will endure
given the state of the UK press; but
I really believe that as the Governing
Body at Mount Kelly in the last 4
years we have taken our trustee role
to heart to make it happen. And now
having moved aside for Kevin Wilson
to take on the role of Chair I simply
have to thank all my fellow Governors,
Mark Semmence as Principal, all the
SLT and staff, and all the parents and
the pupils past and present for the
vital roles each has played in laying
the road towards that future.

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE
OLD MOUNT KELLEIAN BRIDGE
The Old Mount Kelleian Bridge,
linking the College with the Prep,
was officially opened on 22 June by
the Chair of Governors, Rear Admiral
Chris Snow, with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony which was attended by the
Mayor of Tavistock, the Mayor of West
Devon, Governors of the School and
other esteemed guests. Head Girl
at the Prep, Niamh Taylor, had the
honour of cutting the ribbon as the
youngest pupil present.
Guests attended a lunch at the Prep
and were welcomed by Chris Snow,
who gave a speech in which he
commemorated the bridge as the final
stage of the merger linking the Prep
to the College, allowing the School’s
community to use the site to its full
potential whilst enjoying a moment

of tranquillity in the beautiful natural
surroundings over the River Tavy. The
Chairman thanked all those who had
been involved in the bridge project,
and in particular the Old Mount
Kelleians for their generous donations
towards the cost of the bridge. He
explained the significance of the
name, the Old Mount Kelleian Bridge,
which serves as a daily reminder
to our pupils of the generations of
pupils that have gone before them,
and as a symbol of the importance
and how deeply we regard our alumni
community.
Head Master, Mark Semmence,
commented “Mount Kelly is
continuing to grow, and the new
bridge makes us stronger than ever.
Building a community has been at

the heart of everything we have done
since the foundation of the School
in 2014, and now that we are able to
walk from one side of the campus to
the other, we are even more united
in our common purpose – creating
an inspirational environment in which
young people can learn and grow.
I can think of very few schools that
offer their pupils such an inspirational
setting.”
The bridge is a key element of Mount
Kelly’s Five Year Strategic Plan, and
the unprecedented growth that the
school has enjoyed in recent years
will enable it to continue to invest,
enhancing every aspect of its pupils’
educational experience.
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MOUNT KELLY
BURSARY FUND
Mount Kelly owes
its very existence to
benefaction. Since
its foundation in
1877, Mount Kelly has
provided deserving
pupils with bursarial
support. It is our mission
to continue this tradition
of giving.
At Mount Kelly we have a strong
vision of social inclusivity and wide
opportunity. Our aim is to enable
more pupils with talent and potential
to access a Mount Kelly education,

who could not otherwise afford to do
so. We believe that these pupils will
greatly contribute to our ethos and
enhance our school community.
The Mount Kelly Bursary Fund was
launched at the OMK Dinner on 12
May with an auction presided over
by Addison Gelpey (1984-88) whose
professional expertise made for a
highly entertaining and successful
event. Several OMKs donated lots
which were auctioned off, with all
proceeds going to the Bursary Fund.
Some £8,000 was raised on the night
which made for an excellent start to
our fundraising efforts. Since then,
we have also received donations from
alumni, governors and parents and
are delighted to announce that some
£20,000 has been raised in little over
six months since the launch. It is our
aim to seek further support from the

ABRAHAM KOPPARAMBIL
Abraham Kopparambil and his
family were delighted when he was
awarded a sports scholarship and
bursary, which have enabled him to
join Mount Kelly. Coming from a large
comprehensive school near Plymouth,
Abraham was impressed by the small
class sizes and the sporting facilities
at Mount Kelly and has thrown himself
into all aspects of school life since
arriving in Year 10.
A talented sportsman, Abraham has
represented Mount Kelly in rugby and
hockey, captained the U15 cricket
team, and is a key member of the
1st XI. He continues to play cricket
for Ivybridge, Devon and the South
West team. He has enjoyed being
part of the Combined Cadet Force,
and is a keen and active member
of the school’s weekly Volunteering
Programme, coaching sport in local
primary schools.
Abraham’s plans for the future involve
completing his A Levels at Mount
Kelly and going on to study Physical
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Education or Sports Science at
university. His immediate ambition is
to be selected for the England U19
cricket team, progress to county
level and ultimately to play cricket
for England.

“

I feel honoured to
have been given the
opportunity to study
at Mount Kelly. It has
greatly enhanced
my development as
a sportsman, and
has improved my
academic prospects.
I am proud to be a
pupil here.

”

Mount Kelly community and continue
to build upon this success.
Mount Kelly is not a wealthy or
well-endowed school. We currently
provide bursarial support for
approximately 10% of our pupils
through money raised by Mount Kelly
Enterprises Ltd and Mount Kelly
Overseas Ltd. Our objective is to
seek further support for the Mount
Kelly Bursary Fund to enable us to
offer a greater number of meanstested bursaries, and give more
young people the opportunity to be
part of our school.
By supporting the Mount Kelly
Bursary Fund, you will make a
difference to the lives of the most
deserving pupils, offering them the
education, confidence and ambition
to succeed in life.

TESSA HANSFORD (OMK 2015-17)

“

My time at Mount Kelly has shaped me into
the person I am today and I am grateful for
the opportunities I was given. I now have the
confidence, skills and determination to pursue
my dream of becoming a teacher.

”

ROGER EDWARDS (1981-83)

“

As a bursary recipient myself, I am only too
aware of the difference bursaries can make
to pupils who would not normally be able to
benefit from everything Mount Kelly has to
offer. As such, I am delighted to personally
support the Mount Kelly Bursary Fund.

SUPPORT THE MOUNT KELLY BURSARY FUND
We hope you will want to join others
in supporting the Mount Kelly Bursary
Fund and enable deserving pupils to
benefit from a Mount Kelly education.
There is no minimum donation – we
welcome all gifts and ask donors
to contribute at a level they feel
comfortable with.
The Mount Kelly Bursary Fund will
provide ‘pay-as-you-go’ bursaries,
which will benefit pupils and the
School immediately. The bursaries
are means-tested to help families for
whom the full fees are not attainable.

ALUMNET
In June 2018 we launched a Mount
Kelly Alumni section on a new
social networking platform, Alumnet.
It allows OMKs to keep in touch
with friends as well as make new
connections for business/career
purposes. Never has networking
been so important for personal and
business advancement. We believe
Alumnet offers huge benefits, both

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can make a gift to the Mount
Kelly Bursary Fund in a number of
ways:

”

For further details contact the
Development Office:
alumni@mountkelly.com or
01822 813107

• Include the Mount Kelly Bursary
Fund in your Will

28 people, giving £40
per month over two
years would provide
50% Bursaries for two
Sixth Form day pupils.

personally and professionally. It is
as easy to use and access as social
media platforms (like Facebook and
LinkedIn), but is 100% dedicated to
the needs of alumni. It offers:

• Career advice
• Editorial content
• Fun and nostalgic stories
about School
• Events

Networking opportunities with fellow
alumni

We are keen to make Alumnet work
for all Mount Kelly alumni, whether
you left us last year or five decades
ago and so would encourage you to
sign up:

• Donate by regular direct debit
(monthly, quarterly or annually)
• Make a single gift by donating
online, by bank transfer or cheque

• Business & marketing opportunities
• Professional recommendations
• Work experience, internship and
mentoring opportunities
• Recruitment opportunities

get.alumnet.social/mount_kelly
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LEST WE FORGET

LEST WE FORGET - 100 Years On
Eric Scott Aplin
Years at Mount House: 1906

How Died: From wounds received at
the battle of Passchendaele

Regiment: 2nd Batt. Worcestershire

Location of Death: Ypres, Belgium

Rank: Captain

Date of Birth: 18th November 1895
Date of Death: 11th March 1918

Burial or Cemetery : Nine Elms
British Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium

Age: 22
Eric Scott Aplin was born on 18th
November 1895, in Upnoor, Kent,
the son of Lt.-Col. and Mrs. H. M.
Aplin (née Scott), of Clinton Lodge,
Budleigh Salterton, South Devon. He
attended Mount House in Plymouth
and then, with a scholarship, King’s
School, Rochester. After school he
passed into Sandhurst, the army’s
officer training college.
After Sandhurst, Aplin joined the 2nd
Worcester Regiment in 1914 and
after three days went to France, aged
18, with the British Expeditionary
Force. Quickly in action, he soon
found himself in command of two
companies for a period as so many

officers were killed or wounded in
these early skirmishes. As a result, he
was promoted to Captain after only
one year in the army. He experienced
the retreat of the British forces from
the River Aisne in N. France, before
being invalided home, owing to a
fever he had caught from the time
spent in water-filled trenches.
Aplin spent the winter of 1914 in
England and visited Mount House in
Plymouth during his convalescence.
He returned to France in the Spring
of 1915 and was shot in the thigh on
26th September 1915 during battle of
Loos, an injury that was to leave him
lame. At the same time a bullet hit him

in the chest, but he was saved by the
contents of his jacket pocket – though
he was disappointed to find that the
bullet had destroyed his cheque
book! His injury forced him to seek
cover in a shell hole where he waited
one and a half hours to be rescued.
He was wounded again during the
battle of the Somme in November,
1916.
Eric Scott Aplin died of wounds
received at the battle of
Passchendaele on 11th March 1918
aged 22. He is buried in the Nine
Elms British Cemetery near the town
of Poperinge, Belgium.

Dudley Gerald Mein, MC
Years at Kelly College: 1911-1914

How Died: Shot by Turks

Regiment: Duke of Connaught’s		
Lancers, Indian Army

Grave/Memorial Ref: 259

Rank: Lieutenant

Age: 20

Burial: Beirut War Cemetery,
Lebanon

campaign being on the North West
frontier in the Mahsud campaign.
This was followed by an attachment
to the 25th Cavalry in East Africa
in 1917. He was then posted to
Palestine in April 1918 as a Squadron
Commander in the Mysore Imperial
Service Lancers in Allenby’s army
then advancing from Egypt attacking
the Turkish forces from the south. He
was awarded the M.C. for gallantry
and leadership, and showing
exceptional bravery and coolness
under fire in the Battle of Haifa in
September 1918 when his squadron
captured several guns and a number

of prisoners. He was also mentioned
in Dispatches. Tragically, he was
killed aged 20 on 26th October 1918,
just two weeks before the Armistice
in an attack on Aleppo in modern
day Syria, his death being marked
by a glowing report from the Brigade
Commander. He was buried in the
Beirut War Cemetery in modern day
Lebanon with the inscription on his
headstone reading: “I was glad to
die for my country and for my most
beloved parents”. A bronze tablet
was erected to his memory by his
brother officers in the Parish Church
of St Mary Bourne, Hants.

Date of Birth: 1898

Dudley Mein was born in 1894, the
son of Colonel Mein (R.E.) of St Mary
Bourne, Hants.
He left Kelly College at the age of
16 in 1914 and in 1915 passed the
entrance exam for RMC Wellington
as a King’s India Cadet. With
excellent reports from Wellington, he
was posted to India where he was
awarded the Cavalry Saddle and
Bridle with a special commendation
by Major General Sir Arthur Phayre.
He was then commissioned as a
2nd Lieutenant in the 31st Duke of
Connaught’s Lancers with his initial
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Location of Death: Aleppo (modern
day Syria)

REMEMBRANCE 2018
Pupils, staff and families marked
Remembrance Day across
the weekend at Mount Kelly. A
Remembrance Service was held at
the Prep on Friday 10 November and
in the College Chapel on Sunday
12 November, followed by an Act
of Remembrance on the Parade
Ground. Colonel Scott Adams RAMC,
a Mount Kelly parent, gave a moving
address in Chapel and the names
of all the fallen Old Mount Kelleians

were read out by the Heads of the
CCF, Head Boy and Head Girl. The
Head of the CCF lead the Guard of
Honour impeccably and Mrs Anne
Williams (former staff 1970-95) laid
the wreath on behalf of the Old Mount
Kelleians.
This year, on the evening of Saturday
11 November, Mount Kelly, Tavistock
College and the Stannary Brass Band
participated in a wonderful concert at
St Eustachius’ Church in Tavistock.

Every pew was filled by members
of the local community, and Music
of Hope and Remembrance marked
the 100th anniversary of the signing
of the Armistice and raised valuable
funds for the Royal British Legion.
In the lead up to Remembrance
Day, pupils at the Prep each made a
beautiful felt poppy for an installation
put together by Mrs Floyd in the
Front Hall.
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EVENTS
2018 has been one of our busiest years for
OMK events since the merger and we’re
delighted by the continued support and
large numbers of former pupils and staff
who attend our events. Bad weather took its
toll on our programme of events: the large
amounts of snow dumped on Tavistock by
the ‘Beast from the East’ in March put paid
to the Men’s Hockey and Ladies' Netball
this year, and the OMK Golf in June was
cancelled due to persistent and heavy
rainfall. A new event this year was the
50-Year-On reunion for those who left the
College in 1969 in October; a very happy
occasion and one which has inspired the
class of ’69 to meet up on OMK Day in 2019.

OMK DAY AND DINNER
Saturday 12 May 2018

Over 120 former pupils and their
families came back to Mount Kelly
for the 2018 OMK Day. With alumni
travelling from all over the country,
Europe and America, and with lots
of former staff in attendance, it was
a fantastic day of happy reunions
and memories shared. The black-tie
Dinner in the evening was attended
by some 100 guests who welcomed
OMK Addison Gelpey (84-88) as our
after-dinner guest speaker.
The traditional afternoon activities
(cricket, guided tours, swim sessions
and cream tea) were blessed with
fine weather and everyone enjoyed
a happy day in the sunshine. The
evening’s events began with an
Evensong service in the School’s
Chapel, led by Reverend Mike Loader
(former staff 1975-96) and followed
by a drinks reception in the newlyrefurbished College library.
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The Dinner this year marked the
official launch of the Mount Kelly
Bursary Fund, which aims to raise
funds to enable talented children
with potential, who could not
normally afford it, to access a Mount
Kelly education. In his capacity as
professional auctioneer, Addison
Gelpey led a highly entertaining
auction, the lots for which had been
generously donated by OMKs.
A total of eight lots, ranging in scope
from a holiday home in Barbados
to an overnight stay in a local hotel,
went under the hammer and guests
were most generous in their bidding.
All lots were swiftly sold and a
fantastic £8k was raised for the MK
Bursary Fund.
OMK Day and Dinner 2019 will take
place on Saturday 11 May. All OMKs
and families are welcome to OMK
Day which includes the OMK Golf

competition this year. Our guest
speaker will be OMK and former
England Rugby Captain, Phil de
Glanville (78-81).

EVENTS

OMK 2018 Day and Dinner
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EVENTS 2018

OMKs IN BRISTOL
Somerset House Pub in Clifton village
was once again the venue for our
third consecutive annual Bristol
drinks gathering, with over 40 OMKs
and former staff getting together for
another extremely successful event,
with many new faces in attendance.

OMKs IN LONDON
The top room in The Sekforde Arms
in Clerkenwell was buzzing with
laughter and chatter on 26 June, with
over 60 OMKs gathering for what
was the third annual OMK London
drinks reception since the foundation
of Mount Kelly. We are extremely
grateful to David Lonsdale (1975-81)
who owns the newly-opened Sekforde
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Arms, for his generosity in providing
the venue, drinks and food. The pub
has been lovingly restored and has
won several architectural prizes.
Many former staff including Anne
Williams (1970-95), Claire Harding
(1994-2011) and Trevor Ryder
(1979-2012) attended.

EVENTS

OMK CRICKET &
HOCKEY
OMK CRICKET

In the absence of the School 1st XI
who were away playing against Eton
College, a young Mount Kelly ‘A’ XI,
captained by George Bott, welcomed
this year’s OMK Cricketers, captained
by Clive Insole. Put into bat, OMK
Watson impressed with an almost
flawless performance scoring 58
before retiring. He anchored the side

and with cameo innings from Goaman
(14), Sandhu (28), Edwards (21)
and Goldstone (15*), the OMKs set
what must be considered one of their
better totals of the past few years, of
189 - 5. The OMKs used 10 bowlers
in all, ensuring that everyone had a
chance to contribute. Hartley (1 - ),
Watson (2 - 9) bowled with accuracy
and Goldstone (1-2) and Little (2-2)
ensured the OMKs were always in
control. For the School, Thornton (10),

Tanner (15), Bott (15) and Bennett
(13) all made starts but could not
build on them. In the end the OMKs
were worthy winners with the school
being restricted to 101 off their 25
overs, leaving the OMKs as winners
by 88 runs. The School thanks the
OMKs for their contribution to what
was an enjoyable occasion and they
look forward to the next contest on
11 May 2019, where they hope to
reverse the tables!

This 2018 OMK cricket team was:
Jon Dakin (1981-84)

Richard Edwards (1983-87)
Addison Gelpey (1984-88)
Simon Goaman (1983-88)

Daniel Goldstone (2007-14)
Clive Insole (1989-90)

Jonathan Kay (1982-87)

Tshepo Legodi (1999-95)
Douglas Little (2007-12)

Jesse Sandhu (2007-11)

Simon Watson (1984-90)

OMK LADIES’
HOCKEY
Saturday 17 November saw the
much-anticipated annual hockey

fixture in which the School’s 1st XI
girls played against the OMK Ladies’
team. Thank you to our former pupils,
and their supporters, for travelling
down to Tavistock and representing
the OMKs. The OMK team dominated
the opening of the match, but a

strong School side soon warmed
up and put the OMKs through their
paces. The 7-0 score to Mount
Kelly does not reflect the closelyfought match, which was played in a
competitive but friendly spirit.

Thank you to all who played for
our side:
Louise Bott (current staff)

Becky Callard (current staff)
Hannah Donne (1998-07)

Barnie Goldstone (2007-12)
Claire Grubb (2001-08)
Eve Lindsey (2009-16)

Holly Southcott (2007-12)
Lois Thornton (2015-17)

Eleanor Woolcock (2013-18)
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DEVON & CORNWALL
SHOWS

Mount Kelly staff manning the stand at the
Devon County Show (May) and the Royal
Cornwall Show (June) were delighted to
welcome dozens of OMKs, former parents and
staff who stopped by for a cup of tea and cake.

OMKs IN
DUBAI
Mark Semmence visited Dubai in
March and hosted an informal drinks
gathering in the Outdoor Lounge of
Bussola Restaurant at the Westin
Medina Hotel. The event was a great
success, with everyone very much
enjoying catching up on school news
and meeting fellow OMKs based out
in the UAE.

OMKs IN
AUSTRALIA
The bi-annual meeting for OMKs ‘Down Under’
was this year kindly organised by James Nicolle
(78-83) and there was a happy gathering of
former pupils at the Harbour View Hotel, Sydney.
Those who attended were (l to r: Gale Treadgold
(59-63), Michaela Durrant (94-96), Michael Coney
(59-63), Richard Eliott (48-52), James Nicolle (7883), Gerry Kelly (69-70), Mike Symes (61-66),
David Burwood (62-67), John Chetham (63-68)
and Patrick Fluker (67-71).
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CLASS OF 1968
Almost exactly 50 years after walking
out of the College gates, a fantastic
bunch of ‘boys’ from the Class of
1968 came back to Mount Kelly to
celebrate this special anniversary.
The reunion took place on 13 October,
and was extremely successful; some
had travelled from as far away as
the States, Canada, Portugal and
Belgium and for many it was their first
time back since leaving. A highlight
was meeting former teachers, John
Killngbeck (1964-87) and John Mann
(1955-93) (John Saxon (1966-96) and
Frank Gerstenberg (1963-67) sent
regrets). Many had also brought with

them photo albums and even a vinyl
recording of them singing in Chapel.
The Head Master hosted lunch in
the Boardroom, followed by pupilled guided tours and a cream tea.
Celebrations continued in the evening
with a dinner at the Bedford Hotel and
on Sunday morning they traipsed up
Cox Tor for old times’ sake!

Philip Comer

Those who attended were:

Martyn Reeve

Peter Barratt-Jones
John Burgoyne

Richard Chamings
James Colquhoun

Nick Elliott

Robert Heigham

Gordon Heyworth
Steve Lawrence
Robert Lee

Nick Maunder
Tony Mosley

Julian Murch

David Sinclair

Oliver Turberville-Smith
Paul Virik
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50 YEARS ON REUNION

Housemaster Richard Stanyer with Alex McCarthy (19992006), Dom McCarthy (2002-08), Greg Johnston (2003-05) and
Ben Williams (1999-2006)

Amyn Ghulamali (1988-90)

Geraldine Bull (1999-2006) with friends

Hannah Donne (1998-2007) and father , Anthony Donne

OMK VISITS

This year we have welcomed back many
Old Mount Kelleians and provided tours
both at the Prep and the College.

James Tregelles (1973-77)

Jeremy Mott, son of John Mott (1922-27)

John Chaffe (1949-54) with wife and friends

Mark Brandon (1982-86) with family
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Mark Flanigan (1986-88)

Mark Lawrence(1989-93) with Simon Renshaw (1989-93)

Mike Cudlipp (1993-95)

Nigel Reed (1992-94) with parents and children

Rachael Rudd with daughter Natalie

Richard Cuming (1976-78)

Robbie Nielsen, Johnny Williams, Torben Taylor-May,
Cameron McKie (all Class of 2017) with Courtney Matron
Tina Sherrell

Stephen Caley (1992-98) with family

Toby Harnett (1986-90)

Former staff Rob & Helen McDermott (1992-2001)

Tony Swift (1975-80)

Tshepo Legodi (1995-99)

William Beard (1984)

Yasmine Conduit (née Hasham) (1985-87) with family and
Anne Williams (former staff 1970-95)
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ADELEKE ADEKOLA
(1983-85)

FEMI LIJADU (1974-77)
Mount Kelly Director of Admissions, Vanessa
Bowles, and MK teacher, Adebayo Dejonwe, visited
Lagos, Nigeria for the International Education Fair in
September 2018 and were delighted to receive a visit
from two former pupils: Ade Adekola and Femi Lijadu.

CHRISTOPHER
ANDREWS (1960-65)
Christopher is in touch with Vijay Sharma (1960-65)
and Richard Hobden (1961-65) and is enjoying
travelling and visiting his son in Chicago.

RICHARD ANTHONY
(1983-94)

CHRISTOPHER
ANTHONY (1987-97)
Richard lives in Torbay, North Shore (New Zealand)
and works as Projects Manager for Fulton Hogan
Civil Engineers in Auckland. Christopher is a GP in
Launceston, has two sons and lives in Tavistock, as
does their father, David Anthony (1950-56).

SIMON AYLETT
(1977-80)

DAWN AIREY (1977-79)
Congratulations to Dawn Airey who has received
an honorary doctorate from Edge Hill University.
Dawn has been CEO of Getty Images since 12
October 2015. Her illustrious career also includes
time as Senior Vice President of Yahoo’s business
in Europe, the Middle East and Africa, responsible
for advertising. She was also Chairman and CEO of
Channel 5. [Photo: Diva Magazine]
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Having been fighting prostate cancer for five years,
Simon Aylett decided to undertake an incredible
bucket-list journey pedalling 2,430 miles from Sussex
to Syracuse in Sicily. He set off on 1 September 2018,
riding his e-bike and towing a bespoke lightweight
caravan (with sleeping room, a solar roof, a battery
bank and a small kitchen). Despite a few knockbacks,
he arrived at his destination on 31 October, and has
raised over £27000 for Prostate Cancer UK in
the process.

PETER BARRATTJONES (1963-67)
Peter lives in Belgium with his family. He studied
graphic design at the London College of
Communication and worked in advertising/design in
London. At 26 he decided to travel the world and got a
job in Holland. In 1980 he started his own advertising
agency which grew to 80 people with five offices in
Europe. In 2000 he sold this company and started
Rethinking Group in Eindhoven which helps owners
and CEOs achieve their goals by creating unique
creative business strategies.

TOBY BERRYMAN
(2014-17)

Toby has had a brilliant first year at Eton and is trying
as hard as possible to get involved in every possible
way, including editing the Junior Chronicle (lower boys’
magazine) and being sound technician at the Farrer
Theatre. He is pictured with fellow OMK and columnist
for the Sunday Mail, Peter Hitchens (1965), taken at the
George Orwell symposium at Eton College.

HUGH BARNES (2001-08)
Hugh Barnes has completed four years in a
comprehensive in Brixton and has started at
Uppingham School in Rutland as Head of Politics with
a role in a boarding house.

JOHN (BEN) ARNOLD
BENNETT (1937-39)
Thank you to Kim
Bennett, son of John
Arnold Bennett (known
as Ben), for donating
his father’s old school
blazer to our archive
collection of uniform.
After leaving Kelly
College, Ben worked
locally in Plymouth for
a short time before
joining the RAF in 1941.
He flew Spitfires and
Mustang fighters over the next five years, operating
over North Africa and Europe, the latter mainly as
escort to bombing raids over Germany. He was
demobbed in 1946 but remained in flying for the rest
of his career. This included charter flying in the UK,
crop spraying, the Berlin airlift in 1948 and the West
African air mail service in Nigeria in the mid 1950s.
He subsequently became a flying instructor at private
flying clubs before joining as an Instructor for British
Airways at its training base in Hamble Hampshire,
where he remained until his retirement in the early
1980s. He passed away in December 1999.

ROBIN BREW (1978-80/2018)
OMK and our former MK Director of Swimming, Robin
cycled an incredible 300 miles in 24 hours in July
from Mount Kelly to Sheffield in aid of Macmillan
Cancer Support and in support of our colleague,
Susan Malone, in the Admissions team. He raised
an incredible £7,648 from over 200 supporters. After
leaving MK in the summer, Robin has now set up his
own professional swimming and triathlon training and
coaching company, Robin Brew Sports, located in
Lanzarote. www.robinbrewsports.co.uk
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PAUL BROOKES (1986-90)

TIMOTHY BURY (1986-88)

Paul celebrated 20 years in the US and 15 in
Rochester, as a tenured Professor of Anaesthesiology.
He runs a pre-clinical heart attack research lab
with interests in mitochondria and metabolism. His
children, Luisa and Agata, are now 10 and 8. Paul
would love to hear from any OMKs in upstate NY or
the vicinity.

Married to Joanna for 15 years with three children,
Toby (12), Oliver (11) and Max (7), Tim is now
managing Masergy’s business outside the US
following the $1Bn sale in 2016 to Berkshire Partners.
Masergy is a leading disruptor in global networking,
managed Cyber Security and cloud communications.

KEITH BROUGHTON
(1980-85)

PATRICK BROUGHTON
(1974-77)

Brothers Patrick and Keith sailed onboard Kialoa II
in the 630-mile Rolex Sydney-Hobart Race in 2017.
They raised funds and awareness for men’s health,
Movember, in the fight to stop men dying too young.

JOHN BURGOYNE
(1963-68)

John has been living in Vancouver since 1974 and
is married with two children. In 1985 John took a law
degree (UBC) and has been a practising litigator
(barrister) ever since. If anyone plans on venturing
to the west coast, or contemplating a vacation in
Canada, please let him know. They live in a small but
very comfortable home and enjoy having guests; so
please feel free to put them on your itinerary.

JEREMY CASSELL
(1987-89)

GERALDINE BULL
(1999-2006)

Gerry lives in London and works for a travel company,
Audley Travel, managing a team within the Africa and
Hidden Beaches Department.
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Jeremy taught English and History and was head of
Drama for a year at Kelly College, and ran the hockey
after Graham Cooper stepped down. It was his first job
and although he left teaching after three years, he has
very good memories and is still in touch with teachers
such as Jon Belbin (1986-91) and Richard Whiteley
(1986-91). Jeremy is a business consultant, trainer and
coach, specialising in working with leaders on creating
and delivering exceptional business presentations.
He has published four books, including the 2018 UK
Business Book of the Year - The Leader’s Guide to
Presenting. If you make business presentations and
wish to know how to improve your confidence or how
to deliver more effectively, contact Jeremy and he will
send you a complimentary copy of his award-winning
book: jeremy@jeremycassellcoaching.com

NEWS

CLAIRE CASHMORE
(2004-06),

HANNAH DREWETT
(2006-07)

& LAUREN STEADMAN
(2007-2011)

Congratulations to Claire Cashmore for winning Silver
in the PT5 ITU World Triathlon Final on the Australian
Gold Coast in September (finishing behind OMK Lauren
Steadman). And well done to Hannah Drewett who won
Silver, guiding Britain’s Alison Patrick in the PTVI race.

YASMINE CONDUIT
(1985-87)

Yasmine Conduit (née
Hasham) spent a year
at Stirling University
majoring in French before
transferring to Cape Town
University, and took a
gap year before studying
law at Oxford Brookes.
After working as a senior
contract negotiator and legal adviser for 21 years
at British Telecom, Hewlett-Packard and OpenText,
Yasmine decided to go freelance for a couple of years
and embrace new challenges. She is currently taking
a short sabbatical to enjoy more time with her teenage
daughter and pursue her hobbies.

ANDREW CORNESS
(1985-87)

& LEWIS PHILLIPSCROWTHER (2006-13)
Since September 2018, Revd Andrew Corness has
been Chaplaincy Team Leader at HMS RALEIGH,
Torpoint. Andrew, who is also Chaplain to the RN
survey ships, came across Royal Marine Lewis PhillipsCrowther who was serving on board at the time.
They were both in Courtenay, albeit decades apart.

TOBIN CONNELL (1984-89)
Tobin lives in the Melbourne area, and is looking to
continue his career in educational leadership, having
been Principal of a British international school in
Switzerland before emigrating to join his Australian
wife and three children.

SIMON COOPER (1960-72)
Simon is a semi-retired judge and is spending more
time on his Deputy Lieutenant duties in his home
county of Wiltshire, as well as supporting village
organisations, musical affairs and fly fishing the good
chalk streams they are fortunate to have around them.

RICHARD
CUMING
(1976-89)

Richard Cuming has added
two Kelly College OTC
Badges (WWII vintage) to
their collection at Bygones
Museum in Torquay which
was founded by his father,
OMK Ken Cuming (1950-53).
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NOEL DALEY (1967-71)
Noel Daley, former Courtney House pupil from South
Africa will be attending the 2019 OMK Day. Noel was
Head of School (1970/71) Captain of Rugby, Captain
of Athletics, Captain of Cross Country, Cadet Under
Officer Combined Cadet Force, on the Ten Tors team
and one or two other things! Coming from Australia, he
is looking forward to this reunion with great anticipation.

HANNAH DONNE
(1998-2007)

Hannah graduated in the summer from Durham
University with a BA Hons in Modern Languages and
Cultures and has since secured a job in the Foreign
Office in London, starting early 2019. Hannah was the
first girl to be signed up on the Mount House register,
with her father putting her name down at birth!

HARRY DONNELLY

GILES DREWETT (1989-91)
& TOM DREWETT (1994-80)
Enterprising brothers, Giles and Tom, founded PlantEx Ingredients Ltd in 2010 and in this short time it has
expanded rapidly into what is now an international
company specialising in the manufacture of Natural
Food Ingredient Solutions, supplying across the globe
either directly through their own facilities in Avonmouth,
or through a number of selected distribution
partners globally.

FLORA DUFFY (2004-08)
Congratulations to World Champion Athlete, Flora,
who won the first gold medal awarded in April’s
Commonwealth Games on the Australian Gold Coast.
She won the women’s triathlon representing Bermuda,
completing a 750m swim, 20k bike ride and a 5k run in
a time of 56:50. Niamh Robinson (2016-18) swam for
the Isle of Man at the same Commonwealth Games,
in her penultimate term in the Sixth Form.

(2010-2017)

A Gap Year in Madagascar has inspired Harry to
make it his ambition to travel to different corners of the
globe to film, document and blog about the history and
culture of distant regions, and more specifically, his
wild encounters with animals. Follow @wild_bytes on
Instagram.

IN MEMORY OF

SAM DONNELLY (2001-17)
A staff team, ‘Brian the Snail’, completed the Plymouth
10k on 6 October in memory of colleague and friend,
Sam Donnelly, who passed away in December 2017.
They all competed in fine style, and were delighted
by the support they received from OMKs, parents and
staff, raising an amazing £2,500 in sponsorship for
Cancer Research UK.

NICK ELLIOTT (1963-68)
Nick lives in Wiltshire and London and is married (1976)
with two sons. He read law at Bristol University 196871 and shared a house in his second year with school
friend, James Colquhoun (1963-68). Nick practised law
as a barrister in London from 1972 to 2014. In retirement
he is involved in some charities, is Vice-Chairman of
Dauntsey’s School, has just finished as an Assistant
Boundary Commissioner and is still skiing, playing
tennis, bridge and gardening, and has a love of opera.
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David is Secretary to Friends Of Ilminster Library
(FOIL) and has recently stepped down as General
Secretary and Senior Watchkeeper of the National
Coastwatch Institution. In 2019 he is to be Officer
Commanding the final re-run of the British Military
Train which will take fee-paying passengers from
Manchester through to Berlin.

ROBERT HEIGHAM

RICHARD ‘TOBY’
HAWS (1989-96)
Following on from being Kelly College Captain of
Sailing 1994-96, Toby made a career of boating to be
Head of Marine for the largest yachting company in
the Middle East, based in Dubai. Coaching Midis at
rugby (don’t tell Roger Huish!), Toby even got Michael
Cudlipp (1990-94) to put on his boots for VETs 10s
at the Dubai 7s a few years back. In addition to the
Valete of 96, Toby is also in touch with ex MH pupil,
Mark Wyer (1985-91).

(1963-68)

Robert went on to Agriculture at Cirencester, ending up
as Farm Manager at Hartpury College. For the next 27
years he has been in building maintenance, working
privately and for county council properties; now semiretired. Robert married in ‘81 and has two daughters
and five grandchildren; the family has always been
very involved with voluntary work with the local show,
parish council, W.I. Church and village hall.

MARK HANNAFORD

GORDON HEYWORTH
(1967-68)

Gordon was an American Exchange student for a
year at Kelly College. Phil Comer (1960-68) was his
study mate who got him involved in Judo where, in
November, Gordon broke his left tibia in a Tiger Match!
Now home in Virginia Beach, VA, Gordon has been
married 42 years with three grown children on their
own health care insurance and four grandchildren.

(1981-84)

& DAVID WEIL
(1981-83)

Fellow OMKs and good friends David and Mark jointly
founded events management company, Across The
Divide (ATD), over 20 years ago. The organisation
once again provided all the logistics behind the BBC
Rickshaw Challenge for Children in Need. The 2018
rickshaw team raised over £78k, and crossing the
finishing line marked an incredible milestone for ATD
itself – the company has now raised over £100M for
UK charities since 1997!

ROBERT HARRISON
(1991-96)

Robert is currently working as a management
consultant within the drinks industry which he has
been involved in for over 18 years. Having gained a
broad level of experience, he took the plunge to set up
his own business last year; before that he was the MD
for Accolade Wines in the UK.

BENJAMIN HIGGINS
(2004-07)

Ben Higgins plays for
the Hong Kong rugby
team and was signed
up as a player in 2016.
In November, he played
against Canada in France
in the 2019 Rugby World
Repechage qualifier, with
Canada winning with a
margin of 17 points.
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DAVID GLOSSOP (1961-66)
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PHIL JEFFERY (1999-2003)

ROBERT LEE (1963-68)

Phil works as a conservationist
in Zambia and has established
the Musekese Conservation
project that aims to build
capacity within Zambia’s
Kafue National Park for
better and more effective
conservation of the natural
resources, and in particular
conserving a landscape that is
critical to the survival of large
carnivores and elephants
that are under severe and
increasing threats. Ultimately
they aim to reintroduce black
rhino, a species that has long been locally extinct.
www.musekeseconservation.com or www.justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/musekeseconservation

Robert studied for a BSc in Urban Land Economics
in Sheffield 1968 – 1972 before joining Devon County
Council and qualifying as a chartered surveyor, where
he ultimately became responsible for the Council’s
whole estate. In 2002 he moved on and formed a
property management consultancy company, advising
local authorities across the UK. He and his wife first
met when they were 8 years old and married in 1973.
They have three sons, and four super grandchildren.
Now retired, apart from family life, Robert enjoys
sailing, aviation (power and gliding), photography and
a common interest with his wife in classical music.

GEORGINA
KILLINGBECK (2005-10)
& LIZZIE TILLEY (2003-10)

SAM LINDSEY (2005-12)
& BARNIE
GOLDSTONE (2007-12)
Congratulations to Sam and Barnie who have become
engaged and are due to get married in the summer of
2019. Their romance began at School, and they have
been together ever since. It was a pleasure to welcome
them both back to the College when Barnie came and
played for the OMK ladies’ team in November.

Georgie and Lizzie attempted the 24-hour Devizes
to Westminster International Canoe Race in 2018,
having paddled the junior race as pupils in 2009. They
smashed the first half of the race (placed second
Ladies K2 in 10hrs 08min) but the race was cancelled
due to severe red alerts and flooding on the Thames.
They nevertheless raised well over £1,000 for homeless
charity, Crisis, and are grateful to everyone for their
support, and to Mount Kelly for the loan of their kayak.
They will compete again in 2019!

STEVE LAWRENCE
(1964-69)

After school, Steve joined what was then BIC
Construction in Croydon as a Student Apprentice
Civil Engineer, and finished work 40+ years later still
with Balfour Beatty. That included a degree at Bristol
University, two years in Nigeria building overhead
lines, and 13 years as a designer and engineering
manager for tall steel structures around the world.
In 1989 he moved to Derby where he became Chief
Engineer. He enjoys an active sporting and social life
and has been with Hilary for over 20 years.
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NICHOLAS LOXTON
(1970-75)

Nicholas is now retired, involved with local government
and a Community Land Trust, tinkering with classic
cars and a house in France, and playing golf and
holidaying as often as possible.

(HEADMASTER 2002-12)
Congratulations to former Mount House Headmaster,
Jim Massey, who started as the new Head at Daneshill
School, Hampshire, in Summer 2018. His wife Jo is
enjoying structural engineering full-time; Jonnie (200209) is at Southampton University studying marine
engineering (specialising in renewable wind) and Lucy
(2002-11) has just started a course in Psychology in
Education at Bristol University.

NICK MAUNDER (1963-68)
Nick retired 10 years ago and moved back to
Devon and is married with three children plus five
grandchildren. After Kelly Nick started a five-year
student graduate apprenticeship (Mech Eng) with
British Aerospace Bristol. He worked on high-end
pre-press imaging systems for 25 years - system
manufacturing then product management and
marketing with Crosfield Electronics, DuPont and
Fujifilm and finally as Client Services Director for Serco.
He has just finished building a Westfield Kit Car.

ALEXANDER
McCARTHY (1999-2006)
Alex exhibited his work at the MK Art Department in
November. He had been an Artist in Residence at
School after Sixth Form and received a First Class
Hons in Ceramics at Cardiff School. Alex is wellknown for his ceramics and creates objects with a
harmonious connection between surface and form.
www.mccarthyceramics.com

STEPHEN
McCORMICK (1961-66)
Stephen attended Mount House from 1957-61 and
then Kelly College from 1961-66 after which he spent
a year as a volunteer teacher in Uganda. The school
where he taught (Nyakasura) was twinned with Kelly
and the trip was sponsored by the Nuffield Trust.
Stephen completed a degree in electronics before
joining the workforce. Initially he worked in the UK,
then he joined International Consulting Engineers
before marrying a Canadian and emigrating to
Canada. In Ottawa, he has worked as a technical
consultant to the Canadian Federal Government
and as an Instructor for short duration adult training
courses on Technical Management topics. From time
to time Stephen is assigned work in the United States
and occasionally the UK or Sweden. Alex and his wife
have adopted two children, a cat and a dog.

ANNA MEREDITH
(1981-83)

Congratulations to Wildlife Vet, Professor Anna
Meredith who was awarded an OBE in the 2019
Queen’s New Year’s Honours for services to animal
welfare. The award reflects Anna’s career focused
on zoological and conservation medicine and wildlife
population health. She is Professor of Zoological and
Conservation Medicine at the University of Edinburgh’s
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies. She took up
a new role as Head of Melbourne Veterinary School in
Australia in summer 2018, but retains a position at the
University of Edinburgh and returns regularly to the
UK.
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JIM MASSEY
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SARAH MILLER

ROBIN POLGLASE

Sarah is one of the “old girls” in the days when they
started offering places to girls in the Sixth Form; she
had a “wonderful two years at Kelly” and caused
a bit of a stir by turning up in trousers! Apparently,
her father who was in films seemed to think it would
be acceptable! Sarah is divorced, has one child at
Sussex University, three dogs and works full time.

After university, Robin was employed by Standard
Chartered Bank as a graduate overseas trainee. His
18 months of training was spent between Hamburg
and London. Over the next two decades he was
posted to Bahrain, Qatar, Bangkok, Milan, Brunei
and Hong Kong. He was in Milan from 1981 to
1985 and Kuala Belait (Brunel) from 1985 to 1989.
Married to an Australian with a grown up son and one
granddaughter, he usually visits the UK from Oz every
two years.

(NÉE COOPER) (1972-74)

JULIAN MURCH (1963-68)
Julian went to Bath University and graduated with a BSc
in Electrical and Electronic Engineering where he met
his wife Judith. After a short period in industry, he joined
the RN, obtaining an MSc in computer design and
serving in HM Ships, Hampshire, Glamorgan, Ark Royal
and Illustrious. Julian retired in 2004 as an engineer
captain. On retirement he bought an Elan 333 a 10m
cruiser racer, which he and his wife race regularly in
the Solent and have competed in the Round-the-Island
Races, having been class winners twice.

DR ALEXANDER
MUSTARD (1988)
Alex was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s Birthday
honours list June 2018 for his underwater photography.
His photographs have won many awards including
regularly in the BBC Wildlife Photographer of the
Year – appearing in ten different books of winning
pictures. He is a four-time category winner in the British
Wildlife Photography Awards. His photographs have
been displayed in exhibitions around the world, he
received the Visions In the Sea Award for Outstanding
Contributions to Underwater Photography (2003) and
the ADEX 2016 Award for Extraordinary Contribution
to Underwater Photography. In 2013, Alex was named
GDT European Wildlife Photographer of the Year for his
image Night Moves. This is the only time an underwater
photograph has won this prestigious award.
www.amustard.com
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(1963-68)

LEWIS PUGH
(1980)

Endurance swimmer and environmentalist Lewis Pugh
successfully completed his challenge to swim the full
length of the English Channel (560km or 348 miles)
from Land’s End to Dover in 49 days in August. He
was greeted at Shakespeare Beach by Environment
Secretary Michael Gove, and is estimated to have
made between 500,000 to 750,000 strokes along
the journey. His campaign, The Long Swim, aimed
to raise awareness of the threat to the UK’s coastal
waters from climate change, over-fishing and plastic
pollution. A UN Ambassador of the Seas, Lewis Pugh
campaigns tirelessly for the protection of our oceans
worldwide. lewispugh.com

(1963-68)

Martyn graduated with a civil and structural
engineering degree in 1972 and became a chartered
engineer in 1975. He spent his working life in
construction and contracting, which took him and his
family to many UK and overseas locations. Projects he
worked on include Falklands and Bermuda Airports,
the British Library, Highdown Prison, the Dubai Festival
City shopping mall, and Dubai children’s hospital – to
name but a few. He met his wife, Celia, at university
and they have two daughters and five grandchildren
who keep them occupied.

JAMES SMITH (2004 - 08)
& CAMERON BROWN
(2003-08)

James and Cameron both completed an Iron Man
Challenge in New Zealand (Cam in under 10 hours,
Jimmy in just over). It was long in the planning, and it
was the first time they had met in almost 10 years.

PHILIP ROBERTS
(1963-68)

After Kelly, manual labour building the M4 Newbury
bypass, and then as a docker, Philip scooped
enough to shoestring his way around South America,
before reading Russian and International Relations at
Lancaster University, followed by War Studies at KCL.
Philip joined the Foreign Office (HM Diplomatic
Service), spending most of his time overseas with
postings to many Embassies, and attachments at
the Cabinet Office and MoD. Now retired, he lives in
Kensington with his Colombian wife, has one daughter,
is active on local causes, and escapes to sunnier
climes in the winter months.

DAVID SINCLAIR

MARK STEED
(HEAD MASTER 2001-08)

Former Kelly College Head Master, Mark Steed, has
been Director of Jumeirah English Speaking School
(JESS) since August 2015 and has attended several
of our OMK Dubai Drinks receptions hosted by Mark
Semmence. Mark will take up a new role as Principal
and CEO of Kellett School in Hong Kong from
August 2019.

(1963-68)

Leaving Kelly, David travelled round Turkey, (with
some encouragement from John Killingbeck), and
spent two subsequent summer breaks travelling
overland to Afghanistan and India. He studied
Architecture at Plymouth 68 -71, and then for initial
practical experience he worked in Nottingham and
then London – qualifying at the RIBA in 1976. Working
again in London, he went briefly to Ghana and then
met his wife, Helena, who is Portuguese. Living in
Portugal, they have three boys and David works in
Lisbon currently on several significant projects in West
Africa. When he has time, David walks, skis, jogs,
takes photos and travels.
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LAUREN STEADMAN
(2007-11)

OMAR TOQAN
(1973-75)

Omar Toqan visited the School with his wife and son;
his first time back for some 43 years since leaving. He
lives in Atlanta, Georgia and is a business owner.

OLIVER TURBERVILLESMITH (1963-66)

Credit: ITU
2018 was quite the year for Lauren! In September,
she won the World Champion Triathlon Title in ITU
World Champs 2018 on the Australian Gold Coast in
the Para Triathlon PTS5 category, having won silver in
Rotterdam in 2017 the year before. Fellow OMK, Claire
Cashmore (04-08) came in second, about a minute
behind. Lauren is delighted to be coached again by
fellow OMK Robin Brew (78-80).
As if that wasn’t enough excitement for one year, as
soon as she stepped off the plane from Australia,
Lauren put on her dancing shoes as a contestant on
the 2018 BBC Strictly Come Dancing series. Dancing
with her professional partner, AJ, Lauren was a clear
favourite with the public whose votes supported her
right through to the semi-finals of this
popular programme.

Credit: BBC
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Oliver did an Agriculture course at Camborne Tech
Cornwall and dabbled in farming for a while but it was
not for him. He then spent 40 years in aviation piloting
and instructing on many types of aircraft, finishing up
in Singapore flying Airbus. He now lives in Mullion and
has three daughters and seven grandchildren.

THOMAS VINCENT
(2005-09)

MK welcomed Tom back in November to speak to our
Lower Sixth Science A Level pupils about applications
to Medicine and Dentistry degree courses. Tom is
currently in his third year at the University of Plymouth.

LAKER WONG (2012-14)

Paul had a rewarding 35-year career in business
and professional publishing. Following a Harvard
management development programme, he was
responsible for a fascinating mix of publications
and was Director of Reed Business Information,
then CEO of OAG/ABC airline guides in the US and
UK, and finally CEO of Butterworths/LexisNexis
Legal publishing. Paul and Sue have two sons, five
grandchildren, enjoy retirement in West Sussex, the
South of France, and on their much-loved family
sailing boat in the Baltic.

Laker Wong has completed four years at Swansea
University graduating with a First Class with Honours/
MEng Chemical Engineering Degree. In addition, he
was awarded the J F Richardson Award for the best
first-class performance in the MEng examinations.

LEE WALKER
(1985-90)

Congratulations to Lee whose 800m athletics record
still stands!

SOPHIE WILSON
(2002-09)

Congratulations to Sophie and her three companions
in the Avalon Quartet who won a national gold medal
at the Ladies Association of British Barbershop
Singers Convention in October.

BRITTANEY YUEN
(2015-17)

& SOPHIE RUSSELL
(2010-18)

Brittaney and Sophie (who was still a pupil at the
time) went to Buckingham Palace in May to collect
their Gold DofE certificates and were delighted to
meet HRH Prince William and athlete David Weir who
presented them with their awards.
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In 1957 Edward became housemaster of St Martin’s

and Denise a housemaster’s wife; she supported the
vulnerable homesick children as a warm alternative

mother and ran a second-hand clothes shop for uniform.
Soon she was invited to teach herself, first at Dover and

then at Kelly College, and she finally had the opportunity

to grow her career. In 1974 Denis Ball, the headmaster at

Kelly College, had just opened the school to girls but had
no women on the teaching staff nor to be a tutor to the

girls. Denise joined the team at Kelly, teaching English

and as a Girls’ tutor. She insisted on teaching Chaucer

rather than modern novels because it was easier to help

less clever children do well. Her results with the lower set
proved her point, and her pupils remembered the meals
she cooked to Chaucerian and Shakespearian recipes.
She was a passionate advocate of Kelly’s drive to raise
its academic status.

Retirement included gardening, chairing the local

Tavistock WI Market Stalls, Secretary of her PCC and
Governor of the local primary school. Her husband

DENISE BAYLY (1974-82)
Denise was born on 8 May 1918 in Newcastle under

Lyme. She went to Orme High School for Girls and was
awarded an open scholarship to St Hilda’s College,

Oxford where she graduated with a 3rd in English. She
played hockey for the University, had discussions with
JRR Tolkien on Hobbits at the English Society, and

quarrels with C S Lewis, who tutored her, over Milton’s
understanding of women.

During WWII Denise was an officer in Signals, looking
after Ack Ack batteries defending the embarkation

Edward died in 1992 which left a huge hole, but she

cared for son Jeremy in ill health and in 2000, cared

for her grandchildren, Emily and Antonia, for two terms,
getting them to Meavy School and keeping them

entertained. A major undertaking for an 82-year-old!
She was delighted by the 100th birthday card which

came from the Queen. “We were both in the ATS”, she
told one of the staff at Blackdown Nursing Home, and

then with a twinkle, “But she was only a private and I was
an officer”.

Edited from an obituary supplied by Denise’s son,
Richard Bayly.

beaches for D day and then in charge of the central

communications office underground at Goodge Street in
London.

After the war followed family links to the pottery world

and she joined Lawleys, the China retailers, in London

as a trainee buyer. She met her husband, Edward Bayly,
Head of Classics at Dover College and soon Jeremy
and Richard were born.

30 | THE OLD MOUNT KELLEIAN 2018

MARTIN CLOTWORTHY
(1954-57)

We regret to announce that Martin Clotworthy died in
November 2018.

sporting field, Graham had the world at his feet and with

his wife Judy (they married in 1962) now firmly at his side,

he could have headed for the City. He could have pursued
a career in law or in journalism or perhaps politics. But he

chose a different life; he chose to become a schoolmaster.
After his Dip Ed at Oxford, in 1963 he and Judy with new

baby, Sarah, moved to Coventry where Graham taught for
five years at Bablake School. However, the call of Devon

was never far from his thoughts and in 1968 he and Judy,
now with the arrival of Rebecca and Julia completing the
Cooper family, moved to Tavistock and Graham took up

his post at Kelly College to teach History and Economics.
Thus began a remarkable Kelly career of 28 years of

teaching, housemastering in Newton for 15 of those years,
sports coaching, debating, mentoring and inspiring and
guiding young minds.

For from Classroom to House to Games Field, Graham

was the Schoolmaster par excellence. His skill in analysis,
explanation and instruction never left him as his many

GRAHAM COOPER
(1968-90)

It is my great personal regret that I am unable to describe
in detail the whole of Graham`s illustrious career. Instead,
I recall with great affection the man I came to know and

respect as colleague, mentor and friend for over 30 years
during my time at Kelly and since. We spoke the same

language of History, Heritage, and Sport and enjoyed life
in a pre-digital age!

Graham was born in Plymouth in 1938, the second

of five children. His mother came from Bangor, North

Wales, where she took her children to the safety of their
beloved Welsh grandparents during the war years. In

1945 the family moved back to Plymouth where Graham’s
happy childhood and teenage years, within a large lively
family, developed in him the competitive streak and

love of ferocious debating which we all remember him

for so fondly. It also developed in him a love of all sport,
particularly cricket, and a devotion to playing bridge,

interests which never left him. Graham attended Plymouth
College Prep where he was Head Boy in his final year.
From there in 1949 he moved on to a successful eight
years at Plymouth College, leaving in 1957 after his

Oxbridge year to complete two years National Service,

commissioned to 2nd Lieutenant. In 1959 he went up to St
Edmund Hall Oxford to read PPE and revelled in college

hockey, cricket, tennis and rugby. Leaving in 1962 after a

friends from Newton, Classroom, and Cricket and

Hockey fields discovered on their visits to Manor Road
in later years. There was always a sparkle in the eye,

an enthusiasm for what was correct – be it in Economic
or Political theory – or dress! For Graham there were

immutable standards and values; even in despair at the

waywardness of youth, there was always a wry smile not

far away – and a whimsical understanding that “boys will
always be boys”. But woe betide it if you got a nick and
failed to ‘walk’.

Graham, a very able player himself, coached many

successful sides in Hockey and Cricket, revelling as much
in the success of the underdog as in the star. His work
in the Classroom and Study was supplemented by the

running of the Current Affairs Discussion Society (CADS);
I suspect that this brought him particular academic and

intellectual pleasure. Many an Oxbridge boy and girl owed
their place to his prompting and persuasion. He also

taught generations to play bridge and many of Graham`s
pupils fondly remember special evenings of tactical

manoeuvring over the card table. Graham and his lucky

partner were rarely defeated. There was great pleasure for
Graham also in his work for the Old Kelleian Club, as long
term Secretary. He knew everyone and their families, and
so very many would respond to his call. Graham simply
was The Club. In 1996 Graham may have retired from

teaching but through The Club he continued to support
Kelly College in every way possible.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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very successful three years both academically and on the
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GRAHAM COOPER CONTINUED
His only obvious weakness was his pipe smoking;
there was not just the worry to his health but equally
the fear of clothes, bridge table and carpets becoming
alight – and even the rumour of curtains too. I recall
a memorable evening together at the East India Club
in London when, having put the world to rights and
enjoyed a game of snooker in the sacred vaults of the
Club, Graham and I dined royally – only to be promptly
ejected from the Dining Room when, after dinner,
Graham lit up his pipe! It was a piece of pure comedy
and remained our own particular ‘secret’. Thankfully the
combined efforts of Judy, Sarah, Rebecca and Julia
brought Graham to his senses and he did eventually
give up.
In all Graham’s work, Judy was his inspirational support;
together they made the perfect team. They both also
shared a love of Kelly Chapel and Parish Church, and
a deep Christian faith. Retirement gave Graham time to
revel in his family and his growing number of beloved
grandchildren. His love of cricket, bridge and bird
watching also gave him much retirement pleasure.
For me, Graham was wisdom and bonhomie
personified. He was a wonderful fellow traveller to
whom I owed so much. How much we enjoyed poring
over Wisden together and reminiscing on wonderful
cricketing days past. I shall cherish the memory of
his company.
Above all, Graham was a devoted and loving husband
to Judy and such a proud and protective father of
Sarah, Rebecca and Julia. The Cooper family will
remain in the hearts of generations of Old Kelleians and
Graham’s influence on the lives of so many will never
be forgotten.
By Christopher Hirst, former Headmaster 1985-1995

DENNIS HARVEY
Den Harvey, former painter and decorator at Kelly College,
passed away peacefully at Crelake House Residential Care
Home, Tavistock on 17 November 2018 aged 87 years.
Many former academic staff represented the School at
his funeral.

RICHARD GEOFFREY
KELLAWAY (1950-54)
We regret to announce that Richard Geoffrey Kellaway
died on 5 July 2016.
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MARTIN NASH (1944-50)
We regret to announce that Martin Nash died in June 2016.

HUGH PARKIN (1948-53)
It was with great sadness that I learned of the death
of Hugh Parkin on 21st June 2018. Hugh was Head of
Courtney, did National Service in the Royal Artillery and
then joined the family steel business in Exeter. He leaves
a widow, Jo. I remained in touch with him through Rex
Tompsett and when Rex died in 1986 Hugh and I met at his
funeral in Weymouth. We decided then that we would have
the occasional “business” lunch and this we did for 30
years. The venues varied from Greenland to Paris, London
to Bristol. A true friend; I shall greatly miss him.
By Tony Silk (1952-1956)

THOMAS ANTONY
(TONY) KIRKALDY
(1947-51)

Thomas Antony (‘Tony’) Kirkaldy died on 17 October
2017, from bronchial pneumonia, following eight years
battling Alzheimer’s. Tony and I were married in May 2001,
following the death of his second wife, and had 16 very
happy years together. We made two or three visits together
to the College, including to the Reunion in May 2012, when
so many ex-Kelly swimmers were present at the Dinner.
Tony greatly valued his time at Kelly College, boarding in
Courtenay House, joining his elder brother Tim (1946-50).
Tim sadly died of a heart attack in 1993, while playing
hockey in South Africa. Tony, a member of the Chapel
Choir, especially appreciated the care and prayer of the
Chaplain, staff and pupils when, during their time at school,
Tim was in Plymouth hospital, his life in the balance, and
the chapel was filled to hold him up in prayer at 7 am one
morning- he recovered! While at Kelly, both Tim and Tony
were confirmed together in Tavistock Church.
Tony also recounted how, during one year at Kelly, he had
to wear callipers from thigh to ankle for many months to
correct a serious problem with both knees - very frustrating
for one who loved all sports! He spoke warmly of the music
master, who encouraged music practice while the others
were on the games fields. When the calliper treatment had
worked, the doctor recommended swimming to rebuild the
muscles, and the school arranged coaching from Sharon
Davis’s father.
CONTINUED OVERLEAF

Later, Tony continued to swim while apprenticed to
Standard Triumph in Coventry, including two trips with the
national team to compete overseas (100m freestyle) in
Perth and America. He always remembered the foundation
laid at Kelly! Thank you again for all that Kelly College
brought to enrich Tony’s life.
Obituary by Jenny Kirkaldy

TONY VINING (1943-47)
Derek Anthony 'Tony' Randall Vining sadly died on 29
October 2018. Tony had very fond memories of Kelly
College, especially the open neck shirts. He also went on
his first ski trip with Dr Adair in 1946 when they went to
Leukerbad. He skied many times after that and became a
dry slope instructor on the Exeter Dry Slope.
After leaving School, Tony went to Taunton as an articled
pupil to become a Chartered Quantity Surveyor. He then
did National Service serving some time in Germany, sailing
in the Baltic and skiing. He returned to Exeter and joined
his father’s practice which he eventually took over
Tony married in 1960 and had two children. He was a true
Exonian - born and bred. He lived life to the full - working as
a quantity surveyor and enjoying sailing, skiing and latterly
travelling in the motor home.

VICE-ADMIRAL SIR
BARRY WILSON (1949)

Barry Nigel Wilson was born on June 5 1936 at Southsea,
the son of Rear-Admiral Guy Wilson, CB, and his wife
Dorothy. He was educated at Mount House, Tavistock, and
St Edward’s School, Oxford, before entering Dartmouth
in 1952.
Vice-Admiral, Sir Barry Wilson died on 29 August 2018
aged 82. He was a pupil at Mount House which he left

in 1949. Sir Barry Wilson was a successful naval officer
motivated by practical Christianity. Wilson rose quickly
through the service and was promoted to commander in
1969 when, after study at the Royal Naval Staff College,
Greenwich, he spent two years planning the Navy’s
manpower structure.
In 1973-74 he commanded the frigate Mohawk in the Far
East Fleet and took part in the blockade of Rhodesia known
as the Beira Patrol. Then, during visits to Norwegian ports,
the Mohawk joined the search for the trawler Gaul, missing
in the Barents Sea, before sailing to become the West
Indies’ guardship, a breathtaking worldwide deployment
which brought the nickname “HMS Ubiquitous”.
Next, as Commander Sea Training, Wilson was responsible
for the daily programme and detailed procedures at the
Flag Officer Sea Training. Promoted to captain, in 1976-78
he was Assistant Director of Naval Plans, and in 1978-80
he commissioned the new destroyer Cardiff.
In 1981-82 Wilson was recalled to the Ministry of Defence
to help staff the downsizing of the Navy consequent upon
the Nott defence review. Then in 1982, after only a few
days as a student at the Royal College of Defence Studies,
Wilson was urgently recalled to fill a sudden vacancy
as Director Naval Plans, an appointment which he filled
with distinction for three years, his prime task being to
rejuvenate the Navy by implementing the lessons learnt
and replacing the ships lost in the Falklands war.
Promoted to rear-admiral in 1985, he was Flag Officer
Sea Training and then Assistant Chief of Defence Staff
(Programmes). His last appointment in uniform was as
a vice-admiral and Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff
(Programmes and Personnel), 1989-92.
Wilson joined the board of the Royal Navy Museum,
Portsmouth, lending huge enthusiasm, great energy and
peerless interpersonal skills to fundraising: he was known
for his transparent decency, goodwill, integrity and razorsharp intelligence, combined with his gentle, disarming
way of engaging with people at every level.
Appointed KCB in 1990, he was chairman of SSAFA, the
Armed Forces charity, from 1994 to 2000, and had a strong
association with Bede House, a lay Christian settlement
founded to help the poor of Bermondsey and Rotherhithe.
He was a trustee of Bede House and he steered its adult
education project through to independence. He was also
chairman of the Friends of Guys Marsh Prison in Dorset
and Chairman of Governors of his local Church of England
school. He was a churchwarden at St Catherine’s Church,
Sedgehill in Wiltshire, and a bell ringer.
In 1961 he married Liz Hardy; they had one son and
one daughter, who survive him. Liz died, and in 2016
he married Georgina Doyle (née Stevenson), who also
survives him.
Abridged from an obituary in the Daily Telegraph
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SCHOOL NEWS

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017/2018
The new academic year was marked
by the traditional Cox Tor Walk and
the hundreds of pupils, parents,
staff and friends who completed the
walk were lucky enough to enjoy
phenomenal sunshine and blue skies;
an auspicious start to Mount Kelly’s
fourth year since its Foundation.

runners claimed the overall title in the
Stover Cross Country Championships.
A special fundraising dinner in
October welcomed former England
cricket captain, Nasser Hussein
OBE, as special guest, and raised
£7,000 for charity and the MK sports
development programme.

On the sporting front, our pupils
across all ages continue to perform
exceptionally well, playing more
representative sport than ever, with
even some of our Year 4 pupils
travelling to school fixtures. Our 1st
XV reached their first-ever national
quarter-final of the Natwest School
Cup; 15 cricketers went on tour to
Dubai, the hockey XI had a preseason tour to Bath, our netballers
enjoyed a great season, and our

Our swimmers won 18 Gold and
a host of Silver and Bronze at
the British, English and Welsh
Championships. On the International
front, Ollie Taverner and Tony Joe
Trett Oliver were selected to swim
for GB at the European Youth
Olympics and the European Junior
Championships respectively, whilst
Federico Burdisso broke records
at the World Junior Championships
swimming for Italy. Seven MK
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pupils represented England at the
UK School Games, our swimmers
scooped 75% of the Gold medals
at the SW Relay Championships
and Mount Kelly were awarded Top
Club or Top Senior School at the
ESSA, Welsh Open and the Geneva
International swim meets. Triathlon is
also growing from strength to strength
with nine top ten and two podium
finishes at the IAPS competition in
the summer.
The many formal and informal
concerts at Prep and College
continue to give musicians of all
ages the opportunity to showcase
their talent. The inaugural Foundation
concert in March featured musicians
from Year 3 all the way through to
the Upper Sixth with a memorable

SCHOOL NEWS
grand finale which featured over 100
singers raising the roof with their
rendition of Adiemus by Karl Jenkins.
The Chamber Choir was delighted
to secure a place as one of only six
finalists in the Barnardo’s School
Choir of the Year competition and
were placed equal third on the night
at Royal Festival Hall.
The many artistic, musical and
performing talents of our children
were on display during the dozens
of Foundation-wide productions. At
the Prep, year group shows included
Year 8’s ‘0-Shakespeare in 24 hours’
and at the College sell-out audiences
enjoyed ‘The Lion, The Witch and the
Wardrobe’ and the studio production
of ‘A Human Write’.

The Wider World Lecture series
welcomed visits from adventurers,
academics and scientists covering
a wide range of subjects from robot
ethics to marine conservation; we
even welcomed best-selling author,
Joanna Trollope. Our community
raised £6,700 for The Charlie
Sumption Memorial Fund, as well as
£4,300 for other charities including
Sport Relief, Macmillan Cancer,
Shelterbox and The Royal British
Legion. Extra-curricular life for pupils
included the Devizes to Westminster
canoe race (this year sadly cancelled
on Day Two due to dangerous river
conditions), CCF, Duke of Edinburgh
awards, Volunteering and the LOTC
(Learning Outside the Classroom)
programme throughout the year.
Overseas, GCSE and A Level

Geographers visited Iceland and
Prep pupils in Years 5-8 enjoyed a
cultural trip to Amsterdam.
Three of our pupils received a
Bronze award in the Royal Society of
Chemistry’s Olympiad, placing them
in the top 60% of all entrants; our
Prep pupils impressed parents and
judges in their annual Poetry Recital
competition and a College team won
the Most Innovative Project in the
South West Go4SET product design
competition. These represent just
a few highlights from another busy,
happy and successful year at
Mount Kelly.
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Michael
Alcorn

Halle
Ashworth

Olivia
Banks

Charlie
Beacon

Richard
Bennett

Savanna
Best

Luke
Bonnelame

Anthony
Chan

Janet
Chan

Terry
Chan

Taku
Chaza

Giorgi
Chikobava
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Adam
Creasey

James
Davies

Ellana
Dawe

Benjamin
Dunlop

Jenny
Forrest

Josie
Francis

Tristan
Hampden-Smith

Tom
Harrison

Liew
Shan Hong

Leon
Horn

Edward
Jenks

George
Key

Amanda
Lam

Cara
Layden

Jemma
Layden

William
Li

Finn
Linton

Rocky
Liu

Yubing
Lu

Christopher
Malone
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Christina
McDowell

Victoria
Moore

Jack
Morris

Thomas
Owen

Samuel
Pease

Morgan
Penney

Mollie
Perks

Molly
Peters

Chloe
Plater

Abi
Rawlings

Niamh
Robinson

Sophie
Russell

Alex
Seymour

Holly
Taylor

Jackie
Tsang

Harry
Turner

Marcus
Watson

Sasha
Wavre

Toby
Wood

Alice
Woolcock
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Ella
Woolcock

Veronica
Wu

LEAVERS’ BREAKFAST
It has now become customary for
the Development and Alumni Office
to host a farewell breakfast for our
Upper Sixth leavers on the last day
of the summer half term, just before
study leave begins. This follows on
from a special chapel service and
there is also a parents’ lunch later in
the day. The catering staff prepare
a delicious feast for them all and the
main topic of conversation tends to
be the Monitors’ Pranks the night
before!
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We apologise to LuLu Kharas for the misspelling
of her name in the 2017 leavers' valete.

YEAR 8 VALETE
Niamh
Bridie

Fritz
Dietz

Tyler
Hodgson

Henry
Jackson Stacey

James
Lamb

Meihuan
Li

Tadhg
O’Neill

Olivia
Penna

Grace
Roddy

Benjamin
Searle

Alexander
Smith

Oliver
Spencer

Daniel
Tsang

Christopher
Wrey
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ROBIN BREW (2001-18)
After almost forty years’
association with Mount Kelly,
originally as a pupil (197880) and then as Director of
Swimming, Robin Brew decided
to explore opportunities beyond
Mount Kelly. During his time
as Director of Swimming the
programme has experienced
unprecedented growth and significant success both
nationally and internationally. Robin has been an
inspirational and widely admired coach whose commitment
to Mount Kelly swimming has been unquestioned, and he
was central to the success of the Olympic Legacy Pool
project. His personal dynamism and unwavering belief
in what Mount Kelly could become brought a project

MARY BRIDGER (2007-18)
The Bridger family has had
a long connection with the
Foundation; all four of Mary’s
children attended Mount House
and Mary herself taught at the
College for 11 years. During her
time here, Mary contributed to
virtually every aspect of school
life; whether helping with Ten
Tors training, running theatre trips, organising speakers

SALLY BUTCHER (2005-18)
Sally joined Mount House School
in 2005 and immediately carved
a reputation for herself as a
supremely professional, popular
teacher of Latin and French.
She brought academic rigour
and passion to everything she
touched and year upon year of

that many believed would not see the light of day to a
successful conclusion, and he has inspired generations
of Mount Kelly swimmers. The respect and affection in
which he is held by many current and former swimmers
are testament to everything that he has achieved during
his long association with the School. Shortly after Robin
retired from coaching, he was awarded the South West
Regional Services to Coaching Award. Robin’s input was
instrumental in the success of the Mount Kelly Olympic
Legacy Pool post 2012 games. Robin has coached
numerous Olympians and paralympians, in swimming,
triathlon and modern pentathlon over the years. He has
also mentored numerous coaches into and through
their coaching careers resulting in his successor Emma
Collings-Barnes to take over MK swimming.
We wish Robin, Liz and their boys Tom and Jamie all the
very best for the future.

for National Poetry Day and taking responsibility for the
Library. A deeply kind and thoughtful teacher, Mary has
taught English to every age group from Year 7 to Year 13.
Her pupils trust and respect her, appreciating her attention
to detail and her sincere care for their learning and wellbeing. As well as English, Mary also taught KS3 Drama,
co-directed a Conway play, assisted with the acclaimed
performance of ‘A Human Write’ and helped with costumes
for school productions. Most recently she oversaw the
production of the Sixth Form’s magazine, The Cloister, and
was a stalwart of the Public Speaking competitions, giving
up much of her time to coach and support the teams.

children benefitted from her enthusiastic drilling of Latin
verbs. When Sally then joined the English Department, she
was able to further share her love of literature and poetry
amongst the children. From Betjeman to J.M Barry, from
Austen to Louisa May Alcott, Sally's erudite and good
humoured approach to teaching English was loved by all.
Sally heads to London and Newton Prep School for the next
stage in her eventful life and she goes with the immense
love of students and colleagues alike.
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NICK BOTTRELL (2004-18)
Nick will be best remembered
for his role as the SSI for the
Mount Kelly CCF; he epitomised
the role with military knowledge
and bearing as well as a great
sense of humour. This was best
illustrated when, during parade,
which landed on National Poetry
day, he re-enacted Baldrick's

REBECCA LAMB (2007-18)
Becky joined Mount House
School in 2007 and quickly
became an integral member
of staff. In her various roles
as History teacher, Games
coach, Lower Prep teacher and
Housemistress for the boarding
children, she demonstrated huge
dedication and commitment

DUNCAN PAGE (2006-18)
Duncan was appointed to the
School in 2006 as a teacher of
history, and in this respect he
was renowned for his energy,
enthusiasm and for always
giving freely of his time. Outside
of the class he contributed to
so many areas of school life. He
was a well-regarded Assistant
Housemaster of Courtenay House before moving to Newton
as Housemaster where he ran a happy and ordered boys

In 2018 the School also
bid farewell to the following
members of the Support Staff:

DIANA CLARKE (1995-18)

Housekeeping
Diana initially worked in Courtenay to
look after the pupil accommodation
and laundry and then Conway House.
She enjoyed the atmosphere of a
boarding house and always did
her best to help create a homely
environment for the pupils living there.
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“Boom, Boom, Boom” poem to much hilarity. He led many
trips to Scotland, Wales and Cornwall instilling in pupils the
delights of outdoor activities; some of the more memorable
occasions include creating snow holes and climbing Corrie
and Snector with crampons and ice axes. Another of his
roles was as Deputy Housemaster in Courtenay House;
he brought to this role the same mannerisms, where
expectations were always high and discipline was always
approached with sensitivity and humour. He was a huge
influence on many of the pupils, resulting in a number of
them pursuing military careers.

to the school and wider community. Becky will also be
remembered as a Games coach and keen sports player.
As a coach of Hockey, Netball, Athletics, Lacrosse, to
name but a few, pupils all benefitted from her knowledge,
expertise, commitment, enthusiasm and energy on the
sports pitch. As the lead historian at Mount Kelly Prep,
Becky was regularly seen marching the grounds with a
Roman Centurion or marshalling her armies of Norman
conquerors! We wish Becky the very best of luck in her new
pastoral management role at Taunton School International
Middle School.

boarding house; he was especially understanding and
aware of the needs of his overseas pupils. As Captain Page
he oversaw the running of the CCF. Duncan was appointed
to the role of School-Coordinator before undertaking key
leadership roles during the merger process, including
acting Principal Deputy Head and acting Assistant Head
Academic. Thereafter, Duncan continued to be a key
part of the Senior Leadership Team; in all of his roles
Duncan was a consummate professional. The Mount Kelly
community have fond memories of the Page family and
it wishes them all the very best in their move to Sherfield
School, Hampshire, where Duncan takes up the position of
Deputy Head, Pastoral.

ANGELA CRICK (2000-18)

Housekeeping
Angela’s roles included working in
reception, as a Matron in School
House, and latterly as a housekeeper
in Newton and Marwood House.
Angela particularly valued her
relationship with the pupils in
Marwood, helping the girls whenever
she could.

ROB TURNOCK (2005-18)

Maintenance Team
Rob undertook all carpentry work

within the College and the Prep,
and was particularly proud of the
School House sash windows – which
he lovingly and expertly restored
Always up for a laugh and joke: Rob’s
favourite line was `not my job`

ANNETTE WHITE (2002-18)

Annette (Liz) joined the Prep as
part-time assistant in the laundry and
provided an excellent service looking
after laundry and ironing for Prep
Boarders as well as College bedding
and shirts.
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