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DEVELOPMENT &
ALUMNI OFFICE
Welcome to
the 2020 OMK
Magazine, which
covers news of
our former pupils
in 2020 as well as
School news from
the 2019/2020
academic year.
What a year it has
turned out to be!
Little did we know
how life would
change, suddenly
and so dramatically
with the arrival of
Covid-19. We should have been welcoming
you to our OMK Day and Dinner back in
May but like so many events in 2020, it
was not to be. As it was, the very last ‘live’
School event of 2020 was a fabulous Jazz
Concert featuring accomplished trumpet
player, Jonathan Scott (1978-84), just days
before Lockdown was announced!
Although we have not been able to host
events, life has been as busy as ever
at Mount Kelly. During lockdown in the
summer term, pupils carried on with their
learning as staff managed a seamless
transition to online provision and we
opened our doors again to them in August
for an early and eager start to the new
academic year. School life has been very
different to what you will remember as a
pupil here and we have missed our Chapel
Services, concerts, competitive sports
fixtures and all of the ‘live’ community
engagement that we usually enjoy. There
has been plenty of activity and lots of
inventiveness, however, in true Mount Kelly
spirit - you can read more about these
in the School News section on page 34.
The OMK news also reflects some of the
incredible achievements of our alumni
during these challenging times.
We also had to re-think the OMK
programme, and we hope those that
attended enjoyed our online events;
whether meeting the Head Master on
Zoom; chatting online to Mr Stanyer at the
Courtenay reunion for recent leavers, or
sharing stories with one of our Sixth Form
pupils on the Caring Calls Campaign.
At the time of going to press in early 2021,
we have not long entered Lockdown 3.0
but we remain hopeful that we can see
everyone again at our beautiful school one
day soon. Please do keep in touch and we
hope you enjoy the 2020 OMK Magazine.
Fran Reid and Heather Ayling
alumni@mountkelly.com
01822 813107/109
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HEAD MASTER’S
INTRODUCTION
2020 has been a quite remarkable year, most memorable
for the manner in which our community has responded
to challenge. We have made every effort throughout
lockdowns and restricted openings to be positive and
‘forward-leaning’ – taking backward steps is not the Mount
Kelly habit – and we choose to see opportunity in any
landscape ahead of us. The national focus on education,
what it is for and how we deliver it, has given us the chance
to affirm our practice and look critically on areas for growth,
and as a result we are emerging from this year as strong,
focused and determined as we may ever have been.
Breaking the 600 pupil barrier is also a cause for much
optimism!
Adversity can indeed galvanise communities and the
Caring Calls Campaign, when senior Mount Kelly pupils
called our most senior alumni, not only provided fellowship
but a chance for new bonds based on a common
experience to be forged. It has also been a great pleasure
meeting former pupils remotely this year, and we have
always been uplifted by their genuine interest in how Mount
Kelly has weathered the storm. We all know, however, that
meeting in person is what we need and crave; 2021 will
be the year when we hope restrictions will relax and our
important and popular OMK events, from dinners and pub
nights to sporting fixtures, will again see us gather and
share our love of our School.
Any organisation might be forgiven for concentrating
purely on the operational at a time of crisis. Indeed, close
attention to the operational detail from a dedicated and
talented staff, as well as the cheerfulness of our pupils
and the unstinting support of their parents, have certainly
seen the school triumph. We have, though, purposely
kept an eye firmly on the strategic, to ensure we not
only emerge from the storm, but emerge still set on the
correct course. A new strategic plan for the next five years
will be communicated to you, focussing on continued
improvement in our academics, wellbeing and co-curricular
provision, as well as importantly in developing a plan for a
sustainable future.
The new strategy will also give sharp focus to our
partnerships and specifically to our goal of widening
access, making it possible for those who would otherwise
not be able to afford it to enjoy and benefit from the
outstanding Mount Kelly experience. Our first scholar from
the Cumberland School in Newham joined us this year
and similar projects closer to home are forming well. The
invigorated Development & Alumni Office will be central
to the success of widening access, and as ever our
OMK community will be the engine to providing a unique
education to as many young people as we can.
Whilst confusion has been this year an unwelcome constant
for many, your School has a clear and unequivocal purpose
to provide a values-led, life-defining education and we are
all putting our shoulders to that wheel. Your support in our
endeavours is of course much appreciated by us all.

CONTENTS
03
04
05
06
08
10
11

12
13
14
16
20
28
34
36
39
39

Head Master's Introduction
Mount Kelly Football Academy
Mount Kelly Choral Academy
Mount Kelly Bursary Fund News
The Gift of a Lifetime
Remembrance
Lest we Forget
Caring Calls Campaign
Pen Pal Scheme
OMK Visits
OMK Events
OMK News
Obituaries
School News
Sixth Form Valete
Year 8 Valete
Staff Valete

Contact Us
 alumni@mountkelly.com

 01822 813107

Guy Ayling
THE OLD MOUNT KELLEIAN 2020 | 3

ASSOCIATION WITH
THE CHELSEA FC
FOUNDATION
In line with ongoing developments
in the enrichment of sporting
opportunities at Mount Kelly, the
School, in association with the Chelsea
FC Foundation, is developing a Girls’
Performance Football Programme for
16-18 year olds. It will be a unique
opportunity for high-achieving girls
to reach their potential academically
whilst following their football dreams.
Formed in 2010, the Chelsea FC
Foundation is one of the world’s
leading social responsibility football
programmes, using the power
of football and sport to motivate,
educate and inspire. In addition the
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Chelsea FC Foundation works on a
broad range of initiatives focusing
on employment, education, social
deprivation, crime reduction and much
more.
This new initiative allows us to
dovetail with a leading brand in the
world of football and link in with our
own highly-respected academic
programme to provide excellence
on the field and in the classroom.
Under the strength of the Mount Kelly
model, we know that we will be able
to nurture the holistic development of
our female student athletes whilst time
managing, competing and training

within a challenging and disciplined
environment.
The girls will receive 16 hours per
week of high-level quality training
in association with the Chelsea FC
Foundation under the stewardship
of the Director of Girls’ Football and
excellent support staff. Exciting times
lie ahead for football at Mount Kelly!

CHORAL ACADEMY
Following on from our success as
Barnardo’s School Choir of the Year
2020, the School, under the leadership
of Director of Music, Julian Jensen,
has established a Choral Academy
programme to meet the needs of young
singers who wish to specialise in choral
singing as part of an excellent all-round
education.
The Mount Kelly Choral Academy
has been devised in consultation
with Paul Smith of the VOCES8
Foundation who also acts as an
honorary advisor to the Academy. The
VOCES8 Foundation is a vocal music
education charity that brings the power

of singing to communities around
the world. Their flagship ensemble,
also called VOCES8, has performed
at many notable venues including
Wigmore Hall, Bridgewater Hall,
Elbphilharmonie, Cité de la Musique,
Vienna Konzerthaus, Tokyo Opera City,
NCPA Beijing, Sydney Opera House,
Mariinsky Theatre Concert Hall, Victoria
Concert Hall Singapore, Palacio de
Bellas Artes Mexico City and many
others. Engaging in a broad range
of outreach work that reaches up to
40,000 people a year, the group runs
an annual programme of workshops
and masterclasses at the Foundation's
home in London as well as the VOCES8

Centre at St Anne & St Agnes Church
and they have visited Mount Kelly.
Choral singing is at the heart of the
College musical life with the Chamber
Choir as the flagship ensemble. This
new venture is a very exciting part
of the development of excellence in
everything that we do at Mount Kelly
and we look forward to building on the
tremendous national and international
successes of recent years:
• Barnardo's School Choir of the Year
(Royal Festival Hall in London, 2020)
•BBC Young Choir of the Year
Competition 2020 finalists (Final
postponed due to COVID)
•Canta al Mar Competition Gold and
Silver Award winners (Barcelona,
2019)
• Grado International Choral
Competition Silver Award winners
(Italy, 2018)
• Devon Schools Choir of the Year
in 2018
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MOUNT KELLY
BURSARY FUND
We believe that a well-rounded education, which
encourages children to become independent
thinkers and leaders, is a life-changing gift.
We are committed to enabling access
to all pupils who show talent, potential
and a desire to learn - regardless
of their family's financial status. At
Mount Kelly, our gift is to provide
young people with an education
which will give them confidence and
ambition to succeed in life; in turn,
they will live the School's ethos and

serve the community.
Providing means-tested bursaries
for bright and able students without
financial means is central to our
vision. The Mount Kelly Bursary
Fund was launched in 2018 and we
are delighted that to date we have
received over £200,000 in donations
from alumni and parents.

In 2020 we were fortunate to receive
a leading gift from former Mount
House pupil, Alistair Thompson
(1978-81), which has enabled us
to offer transformational bursaries
to a number of pupils, across both
College and Prep, including our
first scholar from an inner-London
comprehensive (see article below).
Mount Kelly is not a wealthy or wellendowed school and currently only
10% of our pupils receive bursaries.
We pledge to increase this to 20% by
2025.

CUMBERLAND SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIP
The opportunities for social mobility
and an appreciation of the joys
of our countryside setting are
particularly profound for children
who live in inner cities. We are
delighted to have entered into a
partnership with Cumberland School
in Plaistow, in the London Borough of
Newham. Cumberland School (part
of the Community Schools Trust)
is academically ambitious for its
pupils and the Head Teacher, Omar
Daria, has created “a culture of high
expectation and aspiration, where
students feel there is no barrier to what
they can achieve”.

Cumberland runs a Prestigious
Colleges Programme which actively
encourages and mentors students
throughout their GCSE journey and
applications for Sixth Form places,
especially to top independent schools
(other such schools include Eton and
Highgate). In March 2020, Guy Ayling,
MK Head Master, read an article
about one of their Scholars, who was
offered a small bursary place at an
independent London School but her
family could not afford the remainder
of the fees; such was their belief in her,
Cumberland had begun a fundraising
campaign to help. Guy visited
Cumberland and interviewed the pupil
and, after she secured an excellent
selection of GCSE grades, we were
delighted to welcome her to Mount
Kelly in September. She has already
made a great impression and become
a fully-integrated member of the pupil
community.
It is our ambition to be able to offer an
annual bursary place for a Cumberland
pupil. Plans for the partnership also
include online pupil debates and
possibly an outdoor education visit to
Devon from Cumberland's younger
pupils in the summer.
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OMAR DARIA
Headteacher Cumberland School

“

We are extremely
grateful to Mount Kelly
for their incredible
generosity and
support. Kira is an
exceptional student
who would flourish in
any environment but
will find the perfect
home for her academic
gifts in the picturesque
surrounds of Mount
Kelly.

”

ALISTAIR THOMPSON (OMK 1977-81)

“

I loved my time at Mount House, as did my
brother Andrew. The quality of the teaching was
exceptional as was the sport, yet as much as
anything, it was the extra-curricular education I
received that helped me in later life. Having read
about the Mount Kelly Bursary Programme, I felt it
was the right time to give a little back.

”

ROGER EDWARDS (1981-83)

“

As a bursary recipient myself, I am only too aware
of the difference bursaries can make to pupils
who would not normally be able to benefit from
everything Mount Kelly has to offer. As such, I am
delighted to personally support the Mount Kelly
Bursary Fund.

TESSA HANSFORD (2015-17)

“

”

My time at Mount Kelly has shaped me into
the person I am today and I am grateful for
the opportunities I was given. I now have the
confidence, skills and determination to pursue my
dream of becoming a teacher, and this was made
possible by a bursary.

”

SUPPORT THE MOUNT KELLY BURSARY FUND
We hope that you too will want to
make a difference to a child’s life by
supporting the Mount Kelly Bursary
Fund. There is no minimum donation
– we welcome all gifts and ask
donors to contribute at a level that is
comfortable for them.
The Mount Kelly Bursary Fund will
provide ‘pay-as-you-go’ bursaries,
which will benefit pupils and the
School immediately. The bursaries
are means-tested to help families for
whom the full fees are not attainable.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can make a gift to the Mount
Kelly Bursary Fund in a number of
ways:
•D
 onate by regular direct debit
(monthly, quarterly or annually)
•M
 ake a single gift by donating
online, by bank transfer or cheque
• Include the Mount Kelly Bursary
Fund in your Will

For further details contact the
Development Office:
alumni@mountkelly.com or
01822 813107

56 people, giving £20 per
month over two years would
provide transformational 50%
Bursaries for two Sixth Form
day pupils.
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THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME

A legacy gift can be transformational. Indeed, Mount Kelly can trace its roots
back to the late 1860s following a legacy bequest from Admiral Benedictus
Marwood Kelly, to found Kelly College – a school for the ‘sons of naval
officers and other gentlemen’.
Our ambitious goal for the years
ahead is to help talented children
to realise their potential, whatever
their background and whatever
their means. We are committed
to ensuring children from all
backgrounds can benefit from the
wonderful education we provide. We
also believe passionately that the
entire school community is enriched
by a more diverse and inclusive
pupil body.

Admiral Benedictus Marwood Kelly
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As this is our fundraising priority,
legacy donations will be directed
to the Mount Kelly Bursary Fund. Of
course, it is also possible for legacy
gifts to support other areas of school
life and we encourage you to get
in touch to discuss any areas of
particular interest.

A legacy bequest is a gift that can
be made at no cost to the donor
during their lifetime.
The Mount Kelly Legacy Society has
been established to recognise those
who have left a bequest to Mount
Kelly in their Will. It provides the
opportunity to thank these donors
during their lifetime and to keep them
informed of the School’s plans and
achievements. Membership is open
to anyone who lets us know that they
have included a gift to the School in
their Will. All supporters will receive
a member’s badge and are invited
to attend, with a guest, an annual
lunch with the Head Master as well
as other school events.

“Shortly before leaving
Mount House to enter Kelly
I had a life-changing illness;
I have always been grateful
to the School for keeping
me motivated and for the
excellent formal teaching
I received, which enabled
me to progress to Oxford
followed by a fulfilling
career in book publishing.”
Mark Trowbridge (19421954), Legacy Donor
of legacy. It may even be possible
to cut the IHT rate on an estate from
40% to 36%, if the donor gifts at least
10% of their ‘net estate’ to a charity.
If someone has already made their
Will and simply wants to make an
alteration to it in the form of a gift to
Mount Kelly, the Development Office
can send a Codicil Form which allows
this to be done very easily.

LETTING THE SCHOOL
KNOW
Leaving a gift in your Will is a
decision that needs to be considered
carefully, and caring and providing
for loved ones will naturally come

HOW TO LEAVE A
LEGACY
As the Mount Kelly Foundation is
a registered charity (Registered
Charity No 306716), all legacy gifts
to the School are completely free of
Inheritance Tax (IHT) and can include
money, land, buildings or chattels.
The Development Office can provide
basic information on different types

first. However, if you have named or
are intending to name, Mount Kelly
as a beneficiary, we would be very
grateful if you could let us know by
getting in touch with Fran Reid in the
Development Office. You can also
complete our Legacy Notification
Form. Any information will be treated
in confidence and a legacy pledge
has no legal status. However, it would
be regarded as an encouraging sign
to Mount Kelly of your intention to
support the School in this way. By
letting us know your intentions, we
can express our gratitude during your
lifetime and offer you membership to
the Mount Kelly Legacy Society.
If and when the time is right for you
to put a charity in your Will, please
remember your time with us.

IN MANY WAYS, PROVIDING FOR
MOUNT KELLY IN YOUR WILL
IS THE GREATEST GIFT YOU
CAN MAKE TO THE SCHOOL. IT
SIGNIFIES YOUR BELIEF IN ALL
THAT MOUNT KELLY STANDS FOR
AND CREATES AN ENDURING
LEGACY BEYOND YOUR LIFETIME
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REMEMBRANCE 2020

REMEMBRANCE 2020
In spite of lockdown restrictions, we
were able to hold a scaled-down
ceremony on Remembrance Sunday.
Our boarding community from both
the Prep and College, together with
resident staff and their families, joined
together, at a social distance, on the
Parade Ground to pause and reflect
on our former pupils whose lives were
cut short during war. The Head Boy
and Head Girl read short biographies
of two of the fallen and wreaths were
laid by them, the Head Master and
Fran Reid on behalf of the Old Mount
Kelleians. At the Prep, a very moving
Act of Remembrance was then held
on 11 November.
Although we were not able to welcome
friends and guests to join us, both
occasions were incredibly poignant,
perhaps more so than usual.
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LEST WE FORGET - WORLD WAR II
Charles Sydenham Blundell
Years at Mount House: 1919 - 1926
Rank: Acting Lt Commander

Regiment: Royal Navy Volunteer
Reserve
Date of Birth: 4 Feb 1913

Date of Death: 9 Oct 1943

How Died: Air attack on HMS Carlisle
Location of Death: Aegean Sea,
Greece
Grave Memorial Ref: Panel 84,
Column 1
Cemetery: Plymouth Naval Memorial

Age: 30
Charles Sydenham Blundell was the
son of Colonel Charles Wilson and
Annie Kate Blundell. He attended Mount
House School when it was in Plymouth,
before passing the Common Entrance to
Sherborne. He was a member of Abbey
House from 1927-31. When war broke
out in 1939 Charles was the managing
director of a brewing, wine and spirit
business. He lived with his wife, Joan, in
Kingsbridge. He was a member of the

Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve based on
HMS Flying Fox in Bristol.
Charles was captain of the cruiser
HMS Carlisle in July 1943 when she
was escorting the support force for the
allied invasion of Sicily. In the autumn
of 1943, HMS Carlisle, along with the
destroyers, HMS Panther and HMS
Rockwood, made a sortie into the area
south of Piraeus to intercept German

convoys in the Scarpanto Strait. On
9 October 1943, the three ships were
attacked by German dive bombers
off of the island of Cos. HMS Panther
was sunk and HMS Carlisle seriously
damaged. Charles Blundell was killed
during this action and his body was
never recovered.
Contribution by John Symons (MH Staff
1977-2009)

Vincent Allan Jackson ‘Heimar’ Stuckey
Years at Kelly College: 1931- 1934

How Died: Shot down over Greece

Service: Royal Air Force

Grave Memorial Ref: 4 A 6

Rank: Flying Officer RAF
Date of Birth: 1918

Date of Death: 20th January 1941
Phaleron Cemetery, Athens Greece

Vincent Allan Jackson Stuckey was
born in Bakewell, Derbyshire where his
father, Leonard Stuckey, was a mining
engineer. The family later moved to
Kent to be near relations while his
father moved abroad to other mining
posts. Vincent came to Kelly College
in 1931 aged 13 and left in 1934 aged
16. He was a member of the College
Shooting VIII and 1st Cricket XI and
also occasionally played in the College
football team. His mother died when he
was 14 and two maiden aunts took over
the responsibility of bringing up Vincent
and his sisters as teenagers.
Vincent joined the RAF Air Training
School in November 1938 and was
granted a short service commission
as Acting Pilot Officer, with the
appointment being gazetted in
December 1939. He joined 80
Squadron RAF flying Gladiator fighters.

Location of Death: Phaleron, Greece
Cemetery: Phaleron Cemetery,
Athens, Greece

Age: 23

These were biplanes which saw
much service in the early days of the
war. 80 Squadron was posted to El
Amiriya air base, near Alexandria in
Egypt in January 1939 in anticipation
of a belligerent Italy moving from their
Libyan colony towards the Suez Canal.
Italy declared war on Britain in June
1940 and, as a deterrent, the Squadron
moved near the Libyan border close
to the Italian airbase at El Adem
near Tobruk. Vincent had a small
detachment which was frequently in
action. He shot down two Italian CR 42
biplane fighters and one bomber. He
was given the nickname of “Heimar”, an
Icelandic name, by his fellow pilots.
In October 1940, Italy invaded Greece
and the following month, 80 squadron
was sent to help the Greek forces going
into action within 24 hours. The same
month, he was promoted to the rank of

Flying Officer. He shot down two Italian
aircraft and tackled a third but, in doing
so was wounded in the shoulder. He
spoke gratefully of his treatment in the
Red Cross Hospital in Athens. Shortly
after leaving hospital, he was shot down
and killed in an aerial combat over
Phaleron near Athens and was buried
in the CWGC cemetery in Phaleron in
grave 4 A 6. With a total of six enemy
aircraft destroyed, he was classed as
an Ace.
He is not only remembered on the
Mount Kelly Memorial but also on the
War Memorial in his home town of
Sidcup, Kent. His father, Leonard, died
three years later and, sadly, Vincent’s
two older sisters died unmarried
meaning that family line died out.
Contribution by David Anthony (195056)
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CARING CALLS
CAMPAIGN
2020 brought with
it challenging times
and Covid-19 has had
a dramatic impact on
the lives of all of us –
regardless of where
we live in the world.
At times like this, local
community, mutual
support and friendship
are more important
than ever, and we were
particularly mindful of
our more senior OMKs,
who may be vulnerable,
and who were required
to self-isolate for
several months.
With A Levels cancelled, active
learning in the summer term was
largely suspended for our Upper
Sixth pupils and many of them were
left feeling disappointed and deflated
at this unexpected end to their school
careers. We were delighted when
pupils Indira Falle, Dom Bourne,
Tash Farrington and Alisha Varia all
stepped forward and volunteered
to work with Fran Reid in the
Development Office on what became
our highly successful Caring Calls
Campaign.
The callers dedicated several hours
each day and, from their own homes,
reached out and called as many of
our UK-based OMKs as possible.
Over four weeks in May and June, the
team called an incredible 150 OMKs
and thoroughly enjoyed hearing
stories about their time at School,
exchanging Mount Kelly experiences
and also learning what career paths
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our alumni embarked upon after
leaving school. With their own futures
in mind, our pupils gained a sense
of purpose in making these calls,
helping them grow in confidence and
improving their inter-personal skills.
Feedback from alumni was
overwhelmingly positive; they were
often grateful for the chance to chat,
to hear school news and to reminisce
and share stories of their time as
a pupil at Mount House or Kelly
College.

“I am grateful for the
opportunity to remember
some of the happiest
days of my childhood
at Mount House, and to
spend time talking to
such a thoughtful and
intelligent young person
gives me great hope for
the future.”
“I congratulate you on
this excellent initiative
of having pupils calling
us during lockdown.
Sharing stories and world
views with someone two
generations younger
than me has been a most
rewarding and enjoyable
experience – thank you.”
Indira Falle
Speaking to Old Mount Kellians on
the Caring Calls Campaign was the
silver lining of my first lockdown. I
was fascinated to learn how the
School had changed through the

generations of pupils who studied
here, even hearing from one of the
very first women who attended Kelly
College in the 1970s! I will never
forget the story of three pupils who
cycled up to Dartmoor Prison to steal
the signpost and position it above the
school’s gates! I am in the process
of applying for employment positions
within my university and have found
the conversational skills that I gained
to be extremely useful in the
interview process.

Tash Farrington
It was the perfect opportunity for
me to boost my skills in talking to
someone I had never met before,
and I feel I made some really nice
connections. The best call I had was
with a gentleman who had worked
in the police dog section - he gave
me lots of helpful career advice and
guidance.

"What a wonderful thing
to do! I doubted whether
there would be much to
say but we chatted like
old friends about all sorts
of things for almost
an hour!"

Dom Bourne
It has helped me reflect on the
time I spent at Mount Kelly and has
been very useful, especially with my
university course (Nursing), boosting
my confidence in communicating

with people. Making a difference to
someone’s day was a real joy.

Alisha Varia
The campaign was a great eyeopener into how much the School has

changed over the years, especially
hearing about all the shenanigans
students got up to, most of which
would be virtually impossible today!
My most memorable conversation was
when an OMK told me that he used to
catch his own fish dinners by throwing
firecrackers into a nearby pond! With
my newly-found confidence and
compassion, I continue to volunteer in
my local elderly community.

MOUNT
KELLY
PEN PAL
SCHEME
In November, Mount
Kelly launched a Pen
Pal scheme between
our College pupils and
Old Mount Kelleians.
Over 20 of our pupils (aged 13-18)
have linked up to correspond with
some of our more senior alumni living
in the UK and overseas; mostly via
email but some of them are using
good old-fashioned post.
Pupils are very much enjoying finding
out what school (Mount House and

Pen Pals: Holly (Year 9) and Charlie Woodham (Kelly College 1952-56)
have exchanged many letters and Christmas cards since they began
corresponding in November.
Kelly College) was like 'back in the
day' and are interested to learn
about their Pen Pals’ careers and
adventures. The pupils are also
enjoying sharing their own news and
stories about what it's like to be a
teen today. There is definitely lots to
say on both sides and some great
connections and new friendships are
being forged.

Due to Covid restrictions, pupils
are unable to do most of the usual
activities for their Duke of Edinburgh
volunteering qualification (such as
litter collecting, working in charity
shops, visiting care homes) and taking
part in this scheme is enabling them
to fulfil this part of their DofE award.
Thank you to the 20+ OMKs who are
taking part.
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Tamsin Beckly (1991-93) advised Sixth Form pupils on
their university interview technique

Carys Twyman (2010-2019) gave a careers and university talk

Tim Pearce (1961-63) returns long-lost key

OMK VISITS

Andrei Barashenko (1996-2001)

This year we have welcomed back many
Old Mount Kelleians and provided tours
both at the Prep and the College.

Louise Robinson (1999-2001) , Guy Barnes (1996-2001) _
Melody Davies (née Rockell 1995-2001)
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Jason Martin (1983-85)

Kate Pocock (née Allenby 1990-92)

Katie Birchell (2012-19) with Miss Becky Callard

Brian Dunphy (1956-59)

Richard Webber (former teacher and pupil at MH 1955-61)
with his son Matthew

Indira Falle (Head Girl 2020) meets Guy Barnes (Head Boy
2001)

Michael Yeomans (2000-05) and his wife Jessica

Nick Boot-Handford (1996-2003) and family

Hunter Strand (2009-13) and Jonty Walliker (2009-13)

Jamie Wavre (2015-20) & Amity Carr (2017-19)
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EVENTS
BRISTOL
GATHERING
On a cold and wet mid-week evening in February 2020,
a large gathering of over 30 OMKs braved the elements
and joined Head Master, Guy Ayling, and Fran Reid
from the Development & Alumni Office, for a convivial
drink and get-together in a pub in Clifton Village.
There was plenty of jollity amongst those who attended,
and we welcomed OMKs of all generations from Mount
Kelly and both former schools, the eldest having
attended in the 1950s and the youngest having left
just last year! We were also delighted to be joined
by our Head of Sixth Form, Becky Callard, and many
former staff including Anne Williams (1970-1995), Hugh
Walkington (1997-2014), Trevor Ryder (1979-2012),
Steve Martin (1975-2016), Liz Rowley (1983-2007) and
Norman Wright (1981-1992).

MEET THE
HEAD MASTER

COURTENAY
REUNION

With lockdown having
put an end to so many
of our school and OMK
events in 2020, and with
‘Zoom’ meetings now
a regular feature of the
lives of so many, we
decided to organise our
first virtual OMK event in
July.
Head Master, Guy Ayling, hosted a ‘Zoom drinks
gathering’ to which we welcomed almost 30 OMKs and
former staff, some of whom joined from as far away as the
States and Canada. The evening provided an opportunity
for alumni to meet Guy and to hear first-hand how the
School had managed the lockdown, and there were
many interesting and philosophical debates about the
future of education in these challenging times.
Following the success of the first gathering, we hosted
another Zoom event in early September, when Guy was
able to share details of the new measures that were in
place for the MK community’s return to school, including
the re-opening of its doors in late August – the first school
in England to open so early.
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Having stepped down from boarding life in the summer,
Richard Stanyer was delighted to meet several of ‘his
boys’ online at a virtual Courtenay Reunion in November.
The Courtenay OMKs joined from various parts of
the world and enjoyed reminiscing with Richard, who
equally shared many of his memories of their time
together in the House. Richard became Housemaster of
Courtenay in 2006, having previously run Russell House
– a total of 18 years of house parenting at the School!

EVENTS

OMK NETBALL
The 1st and 2nd teams welcomed the OMK
team of former pupils, staff and parents with
Beth and Amity as joint captains for the OMK
team. There were seven periods of seven
minutes of play: the 1sts played the OMKs in
the 1st, 2nd, 6th and 7th periods coming away
with a 17 - 9 victory whilst giving a great display
of skill and fitness. The 2nds played the middle
three periods in which they beat the OMK
team 10 - 6 making the overall score 27 - 15
to the current Mount Kelly teams. There was
some great play by the OMK team members
who proved that they still have what it takes to
challenge Mount Kelly’s teams. It was a very
successful and lovely morning of netball.

This year’s OMK team:
Carr, Amity (Capt.)		 (2017-2019)
Callard, Becky 		Current staff
Benwell, Julie			Current staff
Birchell, Katie			(2012-2019)
Davies, Melody (née Rockell)
(1995-2001)
Hallett, Alex
		parent
Hill, Charlotte 			(2003-2005)
Hone, Donna			current staff
Kinsey, Jade 			(2015-2017)
Russell, Sophie			(2010-2018)
Watmore, Beth (Capt.)		
(2010-2016)
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OMK HOCKEY
The 2020 OMK Men's hockey match against the School's 1st XI
took place on Saturday 25 January. We are very grateful to OMK
Captain, Nick Boot-Handford (1996-2003), who organised the alumni
team which was made up of players from various generations and
geographical locations. This year’s game was, arguably, one of the
best-fought matches in recent years with great skill demonstrated
by both teams. Some highlights of the game were seen by the
Grove brother combination for the OMK side as well as some sibling
rivalry between both the Staig and Walker brothers. The OMK team
certainly matched the Mount Kelly team in fitness and skill but it was
the Mount Kelly side who walked away with the bragging rights with
two finely converted goals from Will Hutton, sealing the victory for
MK.

This year’s team:
Boot-Handford, Nick (Capt)
(1996-2003)
Douie, Thomas			(2016-2019)
Goldstone, Dan 		(2007-2014)
Grove, Ben			(2007-2017)
Grove, Rob			(2006-2012)
Hancox, Ben			(2009-2016)
Insole, Clive			(1989-1990)
Kurzman, Solly			(2012-2019)
Passmore, Ryan			(2007-2013)
Staig, Jacob			(2010-2019)
Unwin, Tom			(1996-2003)
Walker, Josh			(2008-2015)
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CHARITY CABARET NIGHT
On 13 March it was a very great
privilege to welcome back to Mount
Kelly, and on to the stage, OMK
Jonathan Scott (1978-84) as special
guest at the Charity Cabaret night, held
in aid of the School’s chosen charity
for 2020 - Surfers Against Sewage.
Jonathan is one of the pre-eminent
trumpeters of his generation, having
played lead trumpet for Jools Holland's
Rhythm and Blues Band for over
25 years.
Big School was arranged cabaretstyle, and three separate stages
featured the School’s own Big Big
Band, pupil singer-songwriters, and
special guests The Martin Jenkins
Trio. Martin is the School’s jazz piano
teacher and he appeared alongside
saxophone teacher, Dan Hillman. The
Trio were delighted, and privileged, to
have Jonathan join them on stage for a
couple of mesmerising numbers which
had the entire audience enthralled. It
was an uplifting night, full of wonderful
live music and valuable funds were
raised for a very good cause.

Jonathan, accompanied by his partner
Julie, very much enjoyed visiting the
School for the afternoon, and one of the
highlights for him was listening to the
Chamber Choir rehearse in Chapel. He
met the Director of Music, Julian Jensen,
and congratulated the singers, wished
them well for the Barnardo’s Choir
competition (which was the following
week and from which they emerged the
winners) and has generously offered to
write some music for them to perform.

Finally, before the show, Jonathan gave
a masterclass to current pupil and
music scholar, Marcus Coleridge, an
experience of a lifetime for Marcus who
was very grateful. We didn’t know it at
the time, but the Cabaret Night turned
out to be the School’s last ‘live’ event of
the academic year as national lockdown
was announced just a week later. Thank
you to Jonathan for making it such a
memorable occasion.
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LEENA BATCHELOR
(NÉE BAYLIFF 1983-85)

Leena was in touch
recently to pass on a
special thanks to the
Kelly College teachers
who believed in her
and inspired her. She
now writes poetry and
was recently named
Worcestershire Poet
Laureate 2020.

TOM BREW (2010-19)
Tom has had an eventful year, and despite Covid
restrictions managed to complete different legs of
two separate Lands’ End to John O’Groats cycling
fundraising challenges! The first challenge was with
his training partner and fellow OMK Lauren Steadman,
where they joined John Chart, who had been
diagnosed with MND, and the Pilgrim Bandits, on
various legs, collectively raising over £15k in this highprofile event. Tom has just started his Business and
Economics degree at Stirling University and has been
placed in the top squad (Tier 1) of the University of
Stirling High Performance Triathlon Programme, which
means he has the potential to race at the upcoming
Commonwealth Games and other high-profile sporting
events – all very impressive as a first year student!

KATIE BIRCHELL (2012-19)
Straight after returning
from her Gap Year
doing voluntary work
and travelling in Nepal,
Katie found herself
stuck at home in
lockdown. She soon
decided to make the
most of her time and
completed a ‘virtual’
Devizes to Westminster
race and then taught
herself silversmith skills.
She now sells silver sea
glass jewellery using
the treasures she has
collected from local beaches in Devon and Cornwall.
Katie’s new skills and entrepreneurial efforts have set her
up for a good start at Chichester University.

DOMINIC BOURNE
(2013-20)

Dom is planning to hike up Mt Kilimanjaro in August
2021 to raise money for the Meningitis Research
Foundation. The World Health Organisation (WHO)
is hoping to defeat Meningitis by 2030 and he wants
to make a contribution to the cause. Dom took part
in our Caring Calls Campaign in the summer during
lockdown and is now training to be a Nurse at
Plymouth University.
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GINNY BUTCHER
(2002-16)

Since graduating top
of her class from her
undergraduate law
degree, Ginny has
also now completed
a Master of Laws
and the Legal
Practice Course.
She appeared in US
HuffPost and also
made BBC headlines
earlier in the year
for her disability
activism and she
has her own website:
ginnybutcher.uk

Claire sent a personal Twitter
message thanking the PE staff at
Mount Kelly for believing in her and
giving her the confidence to never
give up and to feel comfortable in
her own skin. Claire has won medals
in various Paralympic Games and is
World ITU Paratriathlon Champion.

DAVID
CLARK (1978-83)
Congratulations to David, whose
November 2019 film Battleground
PolyU (covering anti-government
protests in Hong Kong) was
nominated for a Webby Award,
having already won Interactive
Film Of The Year at the World
Press Photo Awards - in addition
to another three international
nominations for different awards.

JEREMY CLAYDEN
(1966-71)

Jeremy, along with his 13 year old daughter
Poppy, has written a book based in the Tudor era
called Base Court Stories, available on Amazon
and at Waterstones. A work of historical fiction,
Jeremy is busy writing the second in the series of
five novels.

PETER CRANFIELD (1957-62)

CHRISTOPHER
ANDREWS (1960-65)
Christopher, who lives in
Oklahoma, recently became a
grandfather to Annabel Eloise
Stuart Andrews.

SARAH BROWNLIE
(2004-10)
Sarah Brownlie is the Nutrition
Specialist and IV Access
Specialist Nurse at Yeovil
District hospital. Previously,
Sarah has worked as an Enteral
Feeding Specialist Nurse
(Danone, not part of the NHS),
an ICU Nurse and a Stroke
Nurse. Sarah believes nursing
is an interesting and diverse
profession – interestingly, a
number of OMKs in recent
years have gone on to train
as Nurses, a noble profession
indeed.

CHARLOTTE
CHAMBERLAIN (2005-10)
Charlotte is doing her articles
in a law firm in Vancouver and
very much enjoying her work
and living in Canada.

ATHENA MING
CLAYSON (2015-19)

Peter runs a small marina in Lombok, Indonesia where he has lived for many
years with his wife and their four children. The children are all grown up now
but when they were young, Peter and his wife set up a new school on the
island when they were not happy with the standard of schools there. He is now
a grandad and enjoys visiting his grandchildren in Australia when he can.

Mount Kelly Swim Captain in
2018-19, Athena was always
a natural-born leader and
came through some of the
biggest challenges with help
from her family, teammates
and coaches. Now she is
advancing her swimming
career in America where she
is studying Journalism and
is a member of the Division
1 Fresno State Swimming &
Diving team.
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CLAIRE
CASHMORE
MBE (2004-08)

NEWS 2020

NICK CROSSLEY (1970-75)
Nick has been involved in a charity cycling effort
called “Around the World in 40 Days” (where they in
fact rode 2 ½ times round the world, over 60,000 miles
in 40 days!) in aid of the charity Khora in Athens which
is supporting huge numbers of refugees who have fled
conflict and danger in countries such as Syria, Yemen
and others. His primary motivation has come from his
son James who has been volunteering for Khora: the
charity feeds up to 2,400 people daily and provides
free clothing and sanitary products; they also help
Greek nationals who are destitute.

ALUN CARTER (1981-83)
Having worked for
five years within
the construction
world of Littlewood
Fencing as a
Contracts Manager,
Alun is due to take
up the position of
Lecturer at Cardiff
Metropolitan
University in early 2021. He will be lecturing on the
BSc. Course - Sport Performance Analysis. Recently
nominated Welsh University of the Year, Cardiff Met is
thriving and we currently have a number of Old Mount
Kelleian undergraduates studying there.

ANTONY DUFF (1967-72)
Antony now lives in
the Pyrenees, before
that Cuxac D'Aude,
which by incredible
coincidence is
an area where
the Head Master
used to spend
his summers as
a child. Antony
is an artist; his
amazing sculptures
are inspired by
his beautiful
surroundings.
(photo: 'Hands Off'
at Saint Martin du
Canigou).
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SHARRON DAVIES
(1978-80)

During lockdown, Sharron spoke online via Zoom to over
100 of our pupils on the Swim Performance Programme,
telling them about her career, her love of swimming
and dealing with adversity. She very generously gave
over an hour of her time and answered a multitude of
questions from our enthusiastic swimmers.

BOB DICKMAN (1946-49)
89 year-old Bob decided to walk 200 miles of the Lake
District in 200 days to raise money for the Great North
Air Ambulance in memory of his late wife, Jan, and then
carried on walking (eventually stopping at 247 miles)!
This all happened during lockdown when fundraising
opportunities for the charity dried up. Well done Bob!

OLIVIA EADIE (2002-11)
Olivia was a
contestant in
the 2020 BBC
Masterchef
series;
although
she was not
chosen to go
Photo credit: BBC
through to the
next round,
she very much enjoyed the experience and cooked
some delicious-looking dishes for the judges.

Stephen is currently involved with a consortium turning WH Ireland into a PLC
whilst working on his ski instructor qualifications. His daughter, Amy, is now
14 and the family intends to move back to Exeter over the next 3 years.

LOLA FRANCIS (2014-18)
During her gap year, Lola launched The
Glass Ceiling Magazine (theglassceilingmag.
co.uk) – an online magazine aimed at building
a diverse, welcoming and creative feminist
community. Lola has been offered a place
to study Geography at Brasenose College,
Oxford starting September 2021; we wish her
all the best.

HANNAH (NÉE ROUSE
2006-11) AND IAIN
DAVIDSON (2007-11)
Congratulations to Hannah and
Iain whose daughter, Rebecca
Marion, was born on 18
January, a little sister to William
Henry, who was born on 24
July 2018. Hannah and Iain's
romance started when they
were at school together.

MARK
HANNAFORD
(1981-83)

Congratulations to Mark who
in March 2020 was elected an
International Fellow of
The Explorers Club in New York.
Other fellows include Buzz
Aldrin, James Cameron and Elon
Musk. Mark is founder member
of World Extreme Medicine, Hon
Professor of Extreme Medicine
at University of Exeter Medical
School, adventurer, traveller and
expedition leader - to name but
a few.

TOM & RALPH
LAWSON
(1999-2004) & (2001-08)

NICK FAWCUSROBINSON (1970-76)

SARA HIRST

(FORMER STAFF 1982-95)
In February 2020, Sara spent a few
days at MK meeting pupils and staff
in the English Department with a view
to giving advice on exam technique;
she has been an examiner with The
Cambridge International Examination
Board for over 11 years.

Brothers Tom and Ralph
completed the equivalent of a Ben
Nevis Marathon without leaving
home. They ran 26.2 miles on a
300m farm track and rope climb
4413ft (an 18ft rope 260 times)
to raise money for NHS Charities
Together, Age UK and The Royal
Marines Charity. Tom clearly
has an appetite for extreme
challenges; in 2015 he visited
MK and spoke about his gruelling
experience in which he and two
friends cycled 8,000 miles along
the length of the Andes!

Nick, who runs a diving
business in Thailand, Scuba
Nicks, worked tirelessly for
his local community in Phuket
where the livelihoods of so
many were badly affected by
COVID 19. He raised over 1M
Thai Baht and, along with 12
volunteers, delivered some
40,000 meals during the peak
of the pandemic.

CHRISTIE MILNE
(2013-17)
Christie Milne has already
reached several milestones in
her life despite leaving school
only a few years ago. She
is working as Mental Health
and Suicide Project Officer at
Erewash Voluntary Action –
Council for Voluntary Service
and has recently bought a
house in Nottingham.
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STEPHEN FORD (1979-82)

NEWS 2020

HAMISH MACKIE (1986)
Former Mount House
pupil and celebrated
sculptor, Hamish Mackie
has released his Life in
Bronze 2020 Catalogue
with foreword from
Will Gompertz (BBC
Arts Correspondent)
showcasing his
exceptional bronze
sculptures.

CHARLIE
NOORDEWIER (2004-11)
Charlie (pictured far right), who left Mount House in
2011, is lead singer of up-and-coming local indie band,
The Native. The band write and sing their own original
songs and have a strong local following in Devon.
They have performed with Bastille and have appeared
on stage at large festivals including MTV Ocean City
Sounds, Boardmasters and Port Eliot.

TOM MATTHEWS (2000-07)
Tom Matthews recently bumped into MK staff, Trudie
Bratt, whilst visiting Devon in October. Tom lives on
the Isles of Scilly and, together with his wife Jo and
son Oli, runs the award-winning Brhyer Campsite
(bryhercampsite.co.uk), possibly one of the most
beautiful campsites in the UK!

ALEX MUSTARD (1988)
Underwater
photographer and
marine biologist,
Dr Alex Mustard
MBE, has just
published a new
book ‘Diving The
Thistlegorm’. Alex
commented, “The
Thistlegorm wreck
is …. a British
cargo ship sunk
during World
War II in Egypt
and was packed
full of military
vehicles - she’s
like an underwater
museum. The
wreck contains more than 70 military lorries and trucks
and over 100 motorcycles, all disguised beneath a
layer of marine life. A team of British and Egyptian
archaeologists was assembled and we completed a
unique 24,000 image underwater photogrammetry
survey of the wreck”. The results are presented in this
book which is available from bookshops and online:
www.amustard.com
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MARTIN ROGERS (1977-80)
Martin has been married for over 40 years and he has
three sons, two in the West Country and one in Canada.
He retired from being Head of Savills Hotel Division in
October 2018 and set up his own hotel consultancy
working for a number of UK and Global clients. As a
Chartered Surveyor, he specialised in the hotel world in
1988 when he qualified and is busy now building four
new hotels in Torbay, Bath and Liverpool as well as
looking after many other hotels around the country.

(1961-63)

Tim visited and
returned the key
that he 'borrowed'
from the original
Victorian front door
of the College main
building when he
left School in 1963!
He met with the
Head Master who
was delighted to
have the key back
at long last. He
came with his wife,
Judy, and his friend
Michael Atkinson,
who is a Mount Kelly
Governor.

LAUREN STEADMAN (2007-11)

REBECCA PARLBY
(2003-09)
Rebecca was featured in the
publication, PR Week, having
been chosen as part of a
group of talented young Public
Relations professionals making
a difference in the industry.
Rebecca is an account director
at Lansons.

TIMOTHY PLUMPTRE
(1959-64)
Tim has returned to live in the
UK after a lifetime of travelling
and working for Lloyds Bank
International. He is now
retired and looks forward to
reconnecting with his friends
from school.

TREVOR RYDER
(FORMER STAFF 19792012)
Trevor Ryder decided to learn
a new skill during lockdown
and had a go at producing his
first-ever music video ‘Splendid
Isolation’ - and raised over £800
for the NHS Charities Together.

MICHAEL JOHN
SYMES (1961-66)

Photo Credit: Channel 4
Paralympian and triathlete champion, Lauren Steadman (pictured far left),
was pushed to her physical, emotional and mental limits on Channel 4's
SAS Celebrity Who Dares Wins 2020. It was a brutal experience, but she
rose magnificently to the challenge, to be declared joint-winner with fellow
contestant DJ Locksmith Rudimental.

John recently retired after
48-years working as an
Architect/Design Manager,
during which time he worked on
many projects all over the world.
He also had his own design
management consultancy for
19 years. He is keeping just as
busy in retirement, working at
his local Men’s Shed, looking
after Men’s Health, volunteering
with the RSPCA Animal Rescue
Centre, attending watercolour
art classes and DIY at home.

THE OLD MOUNT KELLEIAN 2020 | 25

NEWS

TIM
PEARCE

NEWS 2020

RICHARD STANYER

RICHARD WEBBER

After an incredible 18
years as Housemaster
(starting in Russell
House in 2002 and
moving to Courtenay
in 2006), Richard
decided to retire from
boarding life in the
summer. "I have seen a
large number of pupils
through the house and
it has always been a
privilege to be part of their lives. There have been some
difficult moments for the house and many superb ones,
and what has always impressed me is the manner in
which the pupils pull together come rain or shine.”
Richard marked the occasion by raising money for
the Devon Air Ambulance who saved the life of one of
his Courtenay boys after a bike accident, Bret Bassett
(2007-11). Richard was sponsored over £1,000 for
dying his hair the Mount Kelly colours - after which he
shaved it all off!

We were very pleased to welcome Richard back to
Mount Kelly in August, accompanied by his son Matthew
(see photo on the OMK Visits page). Richard’s father
was (Kenneth) Roy Webber who taught Physics (and
Athletics) at Kelly from 1945 until 1975 so Richard used
to live on the grounds of Kelly College. Richard was a
pupil at Mount House from 1955-61, returning there to
teach for a spell some years later. He enjoyed looking
around the College and Prep sites, remembering his
home and his school fondly.

(CURRENT STAFF)

(1955-61)

HARRINGTON
WOODHEAD (2004-08)
Harry was the first of 15
undergraduates to be selected
onto the highly prestigious Royal
Navy Nuclear Undergraduate
Apprenticeship Scheme
(NUGAS). He pulled out of his
second year of a Masters course
in Mechanical Engineering at
Southampton University to take
up this fast-track apprenticeship,
which has an enviable starting
salary of £31k, offers adventure,
the chance to travel the world
and achieve a university degree
- whilst learning specialist and
sought-after skills relevant to
nuclear reactors and submarine
systems.

Richard remains teaching at MK and an online OMK
Courtenay reunion in November gave ‘his boys’ the
opportunity to catch up with him and reminisce about
their time in Courtenay.(see page 16).

JOHN WELCH (1952-58)

HARRY WILLIAMS
(2011-16)
John is now retired and in his spare time, is a volunteer
at Nymans National Trust West Sussex where he has
created a rope installation. There is a ‘Turks Head’ knot
at either end of the rope which was made at Chatham
Dockyard. John learned the art of this particular knot at
Kelly whilst in the Royal Naval Division of the CCF under
the guidance of RHB Edwards (also a former pupil 194043) who also taught English at Kelly College. John has
made a number of these installations including one in a
French medieval chateau.
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During lockdown, Harry
decided to take on a
challenge to raise as
much money as possible
for the charity MIND. He
walked an impressive
206 miles (the distance
from his home cricket
club to Lords) around
the boundary of his local
cricket ground in just
seven days and raised
over £2,000!

Charles has published a book called
'Charlie Woodham, Licensed to Laugh'.
It is the colourful story of his eventful
life, and has a chapter on his time at
Kelly College. The book is available to
purchase from Amazon.

ELLIOT WOODHEAD (2004-07)
Congratulations to Elliot who has been
promoted to Lieutenant RN. He is now the
Gunnery Officer on HMS Brockelsby currently
in Bahrain on operation Kiplon. Remembered
for his rugby skills in the 1st XV when he was
at Mount House, Elliot now plays for the Royal
Navy and scored a try against Cambridge
University in spring 2020.

SAILING WITH CONWAY
MERCHANT NAVY TRUST

Olga: the Mount Kelly boat

Mount Kelly is proud of
its long association with
HMS Conway and the
Conway Merchant Navy
Trust (CMNT), and the
name of Conway House
keeps this connection
alive in the minds of
today’s pupils.

NIGEL WHEATCROFT
(1968-73)
Many thanks to Nigel who,
together with Anne Williams
(former staff 1970-95),
contacted large numbers of Old
Kelleians who had been taught
by John Duff and encouraged
them to send John a card for
his 80th birthday in April. John
Duff was very pleased when he
received dozens of cards and
warm wishes at his care home
in Glasgow. Sadly, John passed
away just a few months later in
November 2020 (see obituary
section).

RON WHEELER (1955-58)
Ron enjoyed his recent visit to
see contemporary Warin Kelly
(pictured below) at the family
home, Kelly House, near Lifton
and also visited Admiral Kelly's
grave in the churchyard.

In the summer of 2019, five Mount
Kelly pupils (all doing Gold DofE)
were awarded a CMNT Conway Sea
Training Award to join a crew on board
a 72ft Challenger Yacht and cross
the Bay of Biscay from Portsmouth to
La Coruña, as part of the Tall Ships
Youth Trust. Their voyage covered a
distance of 1,153 nautical miles during
11 days at sea, and they gained their
RYA Competent Crew qualification,
improved their sailing knowledge,
learned a range of new skills and had
the adventure of a lifetime!
We are grateful to the CMNT for their
continued support. In the summer of
2021 they are sponsoring 11 pupils
on residential off-shore sailing trips
with the Tall Ships Youth Trust and
the Small Ships expedition. The Small
Ships crew will be sailing onboard the
newly-adopted School’s 56’ historic
cutter, Olga.

Tall Ships 2019 – MK crew
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CHARLES WOODHAM (1952-56)

OBITUARIES
ROBERT AINSLIE (1945-1949)

BRUCE BOWER (1989-94)

We were sad to hear the news from his wife that former
Kelly College pupil Robert, who lived in Arizona, passed
away on 28 August 2020.

Bruce was born on 12 July 1976 in Manchester and
then moved with his family to Budleigh Salterton. He
attended St Peter’s, Lympstone before moving on to
Kelly College where he had many friends and excelled
at cross-country running.

JOHN ANDERSONBICKLEY (1956 - 1960)
John was extremely proud to call
himself a Kelleian. He thrived
during his time at the school,
participating in most sports, but
excelling on the rugby pitch,
where he played scrum half for
the 1st XV for three years.
On leaving Kelly College,
John went to the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst and
commissioned as an officer into the Royal Artillery. He
served all over the world, including postings to Germany,
the Far East and multiple tours to Northern Ireland during
The Troubles.
With army life behind him, John became a school bursar
at Elstree School near Reading. However, his intention was
always to return to Devon and this was achieved in the
early nineties when he arrived at Mount House School to be
Bursar and Clerk to the Governors.
John worked for twelve happy years at Mount House,
overseeing the development of the Headmaster’s House,
along with a range of major refurbishment projects.
Conducting early morning “briefings” was ritual. He
expected the best, and standards were high, but he held
an enduring respect and fond regard for everyone that
worked alongside him.

Bruce took a gap year to Australia after leaving
Kelly and then studied Media and Law at Middlesex
University. He qualified to practise Law after getting
his degree and worked all around the Southwest. He
suffered a stroke which exposed a hole in his heart that
required surgery to repair. This had its consequences,
but Bruce met Amanda and went on to have his
beloved son, George, in 2010. In spite of his illness and
pain, he was a very hands-on father and he enjoyed
doing everything with his son: cycling, skate boarding,
swimming, camping, wind-surfing, canoeing, climbing,
walking and rugby.
Bruce was a kind gentle man who was very sociable
and made friends easily. He was much loved by his
family and friends and he loved them dearly. He was
also a well-liked, well-respected solicitor and a fine
tribute was made to him when the business community
lined the streets as his cortege passed. He is greatly
missed and fondly remembered.
Obituary submitted by Bruce’s family.

FREDERICK ANTONY
BOWDEN (1945-49)

He died peacefully at home on 30 August 2020, with his
family around him.

Tony was born in Plymouth in 1932 and his formative
years were dominated by the heavy bombing of the City.
During his time at Kelly he made many friends. After
doing his National Service with the RAF, during which he
was stationed in the Middle East at the time of the Suez
Crisis, he returned to Plymouth to join the family jewellery
business. In 1964 he took over the business after the
death of his father and became a valued member of the
community, serving as a JP for over 20 years from 1969
and as a member and President of the Plymouth Lions
Club. After selling the business in 1980 he moved to
Cornwall where he died peacefully at home in January
2020.

Obituary provided by John’s son, Edward Anderson-Bickley (1992-97).

Obituary submitted by Tony’s wife, Joyce E D Bowden.

In retirement, walking the hills around Tavistock with his
wife, Kate, and his good friends and family, he would
recount exploits - both within the school rules and otherwise
- during his time at Kelly, and his memories of events and
anecdotes from Mount House with much happiness.
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(FORMER STAFF: 1973 – 2014)

Jimmy, who
dedicated an
incredible 40
years of service to
the School, sadly
passed away on
7th July 2020.
He had arrived at
Kelly College in
1973 as Cleaner
Porter and was allocated to Courtenay and Newton.
When the number of girls seriously increased and
they moved to Hazeldon, Jimmy became the personal
porter to the girls. His main job was bus driver – rainy
mornings and dark evenings, but also, more importantly,
deliverer of the daily doughnut allowance!
Just as the marvellous tutors in Marwood contributed to
the spirit and collective harmony of the House, so too
did Jimmy. He received a new job title, not quite in the
style of modern inflated nomenclature, conferred by Col.
Rogers (Bursar) - Head Porter and Caretaker. Nothing
was too much trouble for him. He was always willing
and cheerful and his marvellous support was largely
manifested, not so much by what he did, but the manner
of his doing it. He provided a ready ear for the girls and
was always sympathetic in response. He was hugely
popular and was included in all end of term parties and
even won a Cup – probably just for being Jimmy!
He had huge respect from everyone, because they
sensed that he had all the selfless qualities needed if a
small School like Kelly is to prosper: it is no exaggeration
to say Jimmy gave his all to Kelly.
Shakespeare often has the appropriate comment and
he has on this occasion: “Here was a man: when comes
such another.”
Obituary provided by Peter Williams (former staff 1970-98).

OLIVER COWEN
D’ARCY (1999-04)
Olly, brother of Josh (1997-02) and much-loved son of
Bob and Lorraine, passed away suddenly on Sunday 15
November aged 32 years. A cheerful, kind and generous
person, Olly will never be forgotten by the many who
knew him. (Source: Tavistock Times)

JOHN DUFF
(FORMER STAFF 1967-80)

John was originally
from Selkirk and
was educated at St
Mary’s, Melrose and
Edinburgh Academy.
He obtained an Honours
Degree in Economics
at Cambridge after
teaching at Malsis
School in North Yorkshire
and went to on do a
Master’s Degree in
History at Edinburgh
University after teaching at Allen Court School in Essex.
He then took up post at Kelly College where he became
the first Housemaster of Conway House. The Head Master
spoke of Kelly’s loss in his farewell to John in his Founder’s
Day Speech in 1980:
‘John Duff is one of those marvellous people who lift up
everybody with whom they come in contact. This leads
boys and girls to do better than they knew they had it
in them to do, and this has applied to the House, to his
history and economics teaching, to the athletics, in which
we have three times been national champions under his
guidance, the Ten Tors, in which we have just had a team
in the first three home for the eleventh successive year,
the skiing, the adventure training and all the many other
activities with which he has been associated. As the first
Housemaster of Conway House, he played a substantial
part in Mr Rossington’s highly successful design, and he
has established it as a really happy, and well-disciplined
House with his own high standards. John Duff’s secret
is that he makes everything in life seem fun. He does not
underestimate the hard work needed for high achievement,
but as much fun as possible is had on the way there, and
the attainment of the final, seemingly impossible goal is
happiness shared (with appropriate celebration!).’
John went from Kelly to Kelvinside Academy in Glasgow
as Rector (Headmaster) aged 39 where he stayed until
he retired 18 years later. John was known for his love
of the outdoors and, even after retiring, he continued to
support the school, in particular rugby matches. He was
also a major benefactor, allowing Kelvinside to create a
Wilderness Campus in the Cairngorms in his name.
John died on 24 November at Glasgow Erskine Care where
he had been resident for a number of years after a skiing
accident. Many OMKs rallied round during lockdown and
wrote to John and earlier this year sent him good wishes on
his 80th birthday.
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PETER MALLINSON
(1954-59)

We write in memory of our Dad, Peter Mallinson (OK
1954-1959). Dad was diagnosed with lymphoma late
summer 2019 after a period of illness and a significant
amount of time in hospital. Having undergone
chemotherapy and latterly radiotherapy we were of
course devastated to receive the news in mid-March
2020 that his condition was terminal. With the lockdown,
shielding, and social distancing restrictions which
swiftly came into force almost immediately after we
received this news, it was noted that his timing was
particularly bad. He conceded that he had always been
somewhat awkward which none of us could really argue
with!

PETER EAST (1943-46)
Fran Reid enjoyed long chats with Peter during the
Caring Calls campaign in the lockdown of early
summer. He lived on the marina in Swansea with his
wife after a career in chartered surveying that began
after seeing the devastated landscape of postWar Plymouth as a boy. Peter went on to work on
numerous rejuvenation projects around the country
and had three sons. Peter had very fond memories
of his school days and he managed to re-connect
with Bill Crafter after Fran put them in touch. He died
in August at the age of 91.

Dad’s condition sadly deteriorated much more quickly
than any of us had anticipated. He remained at
home during this time, which he understandably felt
passionate about doing, and received truly remarkable
care and support from a variety of nursing staff. They
did so much to help him in such extraordinarily difficult
circumstances which the coronavirus pandemic
created, and we are so grateful to each and every
one of them. Dad passed away on Saturday 25 April,
peacefully with Mum and Nico by his side.
Having arrived at Kelly College as an ‘innocent’
13-year-old, Dad followed in the footsteps of his older
brother James. Their combined attendance at Kelly
however was just about where the similarity ended.
Whilst James excelled academically and became
Head of School House (we will admit to always feeling
just a touch of a flush of pride seeing our uncle’s
name up in gold lettering on the board in the School
House corridor!), Dad’s path was a different one. An
exceptionally bright but essentially lazy teenager he
invested much time and effort in finding ways to avoid
both commitment on the sports pitches and the eagle
eyes of Masters in the classroom. As children we found
it hilarious listening to tales of whole games lessons
spent searching for ‘lost’ shoelaces in the changing
room, and school reports being ‘adjusted’ before
making it home to his parents. Sadly for him, as he was
colour-blind he didn’t quite crack using the same colour
ink as the Master when adjusting the term’s percentage
mark!
Despite his colour-blindness and very much less than
perfect eyesight, he found he had an aptitude for
shooting. He was very proud of his place on the school
team and had fond memories of competing at school
championships at Bisley.
A few months travelling Europe followed his departure
from Kelly, and after five years studying at Edinburgh
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University, he came away with not only two degrees but,
most importantly, the woman he would spend the rest
of his life with. Starting his career with BP, Dad quickly
moved into FMCG marketing roles and spent the rest of
his working life on such diverse brands as Spillers dog
food; Bird’s Custard and Tetley tea. He and Mum settled
in a beautiful village in North Oxfordshire in 1972 and
remained there, a valued part of village life, until he died.
Ultimately, his time at Kelly College clearly made an
impression on him as the three of us attended for our
respective Sixth Forms. He undoubtedly revelled in
being a part of Kelly life yet again, but it’s possible he
preferred being a parent to a student!
So, we would ask that those of you who remember Dad,
whether as a pupil or parent, to raise a glass and spend
a few moments of reflection on your memories of Peter.
He will be very much missed but as he was not one
for having too morose an outlook on life, and death, he
expressly advised that we should all remember the good
times spent rather than dwelling on a life lost.
Obituary submitted by Peter’s children: Nico (1987-89); Chris (199092) & Tara (1993-95).

Martin Griffin passed away on 6 January, aged
69, after a short illness. Born in Plymouth in
1950, Martin was raised in Yelverton and went to
Mount House in his Prep years, before going up
to Keble College Oxford in 1969.
Having played drums with various bands during
the 70’s, Martin teamed up with legendary
Psychedelic Rock band Hawkwind and their
spin-off band Hawlords. Between 1978 and
1982 Martin drummed on albums such as Sonic
Attack, Church of Hawkwind and Choose your Masques. In 1981 he headlined
with the band at Glastonbury’s Pyramid stage, taking the prestigious Saturday
night slot.
After a mutual parting of the ways he moved on to launch a multifaceted career
in music - playing, recording, producing and promoting. In the late 1970’s
he stepped in to run Roche recording studios in Cornwall, recording many
upcoming artists including Elvis Costello, ABC and Secret Affair. He made a
lifetime commitment to promoting live music locally in Devon and Cornwall.
Source: Devon Live and other online articles.

RICHARD MATTERS (1960-1966)
Richard was born in 1953 in Malta to a military
family, a second son to Jennifer and Philip
Matters, Royal Marines. His grandfather had
been a naval engineer, as Richard's older
brother Andrew was destined to become. Aged
7 and 9 Richard and older brother Andrew
were put on the school train in London destined
for Tavistock. Mount House, as it was then,
bestowed on Richard “the best days of my life".
He adored Geography, cricket and the moors,
spending as much time as he could in the outdoors. He talked throughout his
life about Worty, Head Master, and Girtie, Matron, his two favourite people in
the school.
Richard went on to St. Edwards, Oxford, which was rather a shock after Mount
House. On leaving school he joined the T.A. in London before attending
Sandhurst and subsequently joined the Royal Green Jackets. He loved his
army career which was exciting, adventurous and challenging. Richard was
to serve in Hong Kong, N. Ireland, Canada in a French speaking H.Q., Russia,
Germany and Cyprus, as well as taking part in U.N. missions in Montenegro,
Georgia and Azerbaijan (where he lived with a local family) and Iraq as the
liaison officer to the Iraqi army in which he thrived. He loved experiencing
diverse languages, cultures and customs. He climbed the foothills of Mt.
Everest, instructed jungle warfare, parachuted, rock climbed and walked long
distances. In 1982 he married his Goddaughter Katherine’s widowed mother
Bonnie, taking on two children aged 9 and 7 and together they had two further
daughters. Richard served in the Royal Green Jackets for 32 years and on
retirement bought a bookshop in Devizes, Wiltshire. He loved the fact

ROGER ELGIE (19541958)
Sid Green (1955-60), who
was at Kelly College with
Roger, informed us that Roger
passed away in 2018.

WILLIAM HOLLINGTON
(1939-45)
William’s daughter, Jane
Appleton, contacted us to let
us know that Bill died on 15
November 2020.

DAVID HENRY EDWARD
KIRKE (1938-43)
A letter returned in the post to
the School indicated that David
Kirke is now deceased. If
anyone has any further details
or details of next of kin, please
contact the Development &
Alumni Office.

BRIAN MADIGAN
(1960-65)
A letter returned in the post to
the School indicated that Brian
Madigan is now deceased. If
anyone has any further details
or details of next of kin, please
contact the Development &
Alumni Office.

HUGH PRATT (1945)
Hugh’s wife, Jenny (now
remarried), informed the
Alumni Office that Hugh sadly
died in January 2018. Hugh
enjoyed his years at Mount
House and always enjoyed
receiving OMK news from the
Alumni office.
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that in the space of an hour he could sell books to the
Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire and a single mother on a low
income!

ARTEMIS MORGAN

He took a month off and walked the Camino to Santiago
de Compostella, one of the best things he ever
experienced. Richard was a gentle, compassionate man,
very concerned about the environment and the world
and the people he came across. He was interested
in everyone, be they young riflemen, Big Issue sellers
or refugees. He hated waste and opulence. He was
extremely modest and was a friend to everyone. As a
senior officer once wrote on his report, Richard was the
person he would choose to be with downing a whisky on
a sinking ship.

A childhood filled to the brim
for Artemis, aged just 13,
ended in a tragic accident
on her family’s Dartmoor
farm in April. Artemis was
a pupil at the Prep before
moving to Sandroyd and she
had only just begun Year
9 at Bryanston. From an
introduction to hunting and
horses at six years old, Arte
was hooked and aspired to have “a hundred horses”.
She rode beautifully and loved every pony she had or
knew – named them in her own language and kissed
them endlessly. Arte was a Dr Dobby Doolittle with
ferrets, dogs, hound puppies, chickens, even wild cats –
she ‘talked’ to them and they would ‘talk’ to her.

Richard was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in 2013, the
same year his stepdaughter Katherine sadly died of
cancer. He was fortunate to have lived long enough to
enjoy four grandchildren. Richard died in September
2020 aged 67. His stepson, Edward, delivered a
wonderful eulogy at his funeral in the village of West
Lavington in a valley beneath Salisbury Plain where he
had spent the last 20 years of his life – an outstanding
tribute to a stepfather he so admired.
Obituary submitted by Bonnie Matters, Richard’s wife.

DOUGLAS BARRETT
NEWMAN (1944-47)
‘Doug’ was born in July 1931 in Knysna, South Africa,
the third son of Doctor Thomas B Newman. The family
emigrated to England in 1932 and settled at The Lizard,
Cornwall. Doug attended Kelly College between 1944 and
1947, following which he attended Camborne School of
Mines, achieving 1st Class passes in five subjects and
2nd Class in three. Interestingly, he failed the practical
in Geology. He graduated with a 2nd Class Degree in
1952, with his first appointment later that year with Uruwira
Minerals Ltd. In Tanganyika. Doug, who never married,
had several very senior roles in gold mines in Nigeria and
Ghana before retiring to Perranporth in Cornwall where he
died on 3 March 2020.
Obituary submitted by Brian Newman, Doug’s nephew.

BETTY PRICE-JONES
(FORMER STAFF 1965-85)

Betty Price Jones, wife of Rev. EP Jones, former
Kelly College Chaplain, died on the 5 January 2020
surrounded by her family. Betty and her husband arrived
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(2014-17)

Taking to riding like a duck-to-water she was the most
competent and talented rider. Her love for hunting
would find her riding over the moor to find the hounds
whenever she was at home, totally unfazed by the
toughest terrain or weathers. Her skills, honed naturally
from hours in the saddle on the moor, were admired and
put her in good stead to pony race and represent her
schools in all disciplines with great success. Her abilities
extended far beyond horses – clever, smiley, beautiful
and massively popular - ‘RT’ was a model child in every
way. For a tightknit family of four no mountains were too
high – everything was entered with the same optimism
and enthusiasm by parents Richard, Jojo and older
brother Otis (OMK 2014-16). Successful at school, but
a home bird really, Dartmoor, Devon and everyone who
knew “Dobby” has an impossible hole to fill.
Obituary submitted by Arte’s family.

at Kelly in April 1965 with their
daughters Monica and Ruth.
They had an open-door policy
and many boys found their
way to the Lodge for some
home comfort: a cup of coffee,
watching Top of the Pops or just
a chat. They returned to Wales
when they retired and in the last
three years Betty came back to
Devon to live near Ruth and her son-in-law Jeremy Horn
(1968-72). Betty was buried alongside John and the rest
of her family in the beautiful Welsh mountains, at Strata
Florida Church, Pontrhydfendigaid, Mid Wales.
Obituary submitted by Ruth and Jeremy Horn (1968-72)

(1954-60)

Antony was born in Tavistock
in June 1942 to Thomas Leslie
and Nora Stoddard. He had
an elder sister, Angela and a
younger sister, Mary, both of
whom survive him. His father was
for many years the distinguished
Latin Master at Kelly College who
became Housemaster of Newton
House and Second Master of the
School.
Antony began his schooling at Mount House, moving to
Kelly shortly after his 12th birthday, in September 1954,
at which time this author met him and so began a close
friendship that lasted almost 66 years. He joined Courtenay
House as a boarder in September 1955. Antony, like his
father, was blessed with a fine intellect and after six years at
Kelly went up to St John’s College, Cambridge to read biochemistry, switching subjects during his three years to read
law. After leaving Cambridge he served articles with a firm
of solicitors in Exeter and, when qualified, moved to London.
He became a founding partner in Asshetons, a new law firm
started by a number of partners breaking away from the firm
he had first joined and during the early 1970s he found time
to serve for a while as a Governor of Kelly College.
At Asshetons he specialised in commercial law and was
later invited to join one of his clients, Shandwick, a public
relations company, as Company Secretary, with a brief
to grow the company exponentially through acquisitions
around the world, a skill which had a very beneficial effect
on the Shandwick share price. A reversal in its fortunes
eventually led to Antony's departure. Subsequently he
involved himself in a number of overseas ventures before
retiring to the family home in Barnes.
In January 1970 Antony married Suna, who survives him
with their two children, David and Anna, each of whom has
provided a grandchild. With the tireless support of Suna,
Antony battled his lung cancer against the odds for much
longer than expected. He died in May 2020, just short of his
78th birthday.

HUGH SKILLINGTON
(1993-2000)

Born in Kent, Hugh
moved to Tavistock at
the age of 6, and into
Courtenay House in 1991
when his father, Richard,
became Housemaster
there. Hugh and his
sister, Eleanor (19952002), enjoyed growing
up on site, playing in
the grounds with friends
and making good use
of the College facilities. Whilst a pupil at Kelly
College, Hugh’s love of History in particular, and
knowledge in general, was nurtured. On leaving, he
read History at Hull University, gaining a first-class
Honours degree followed by an MA in Medieval
History. After leaving Hull, he studied Law in
Leeds and qualified as a solicitor. He worked as
a Commercial Property lawyer in West Yorkshire,
cycling into work from his home in Horsforth – a
journey which was rarely without incident and which
he would cheerfully regale to his anxious family.
He was proud of his achievements at Ten
Tors, completing all three distances. His love
of Dartmoor, and walking, developed into an
enthusiasm for outdoor pursuits. He was a member
of Leeds Canoe Club, and spent many weekends
walking and kayaking in the Yorkshire Dales and the
Lake District. Over the last few years, he combined
his interest in photography with these activities.
Hugh was a proud uncle to Eleanor’s two young
sons, buying for them the noisy toys that they loved
and their parents were obliged to tolerate. A kind,
thoughtful man with a wry sense of humour, Hugh
suffered from depression for many years. Tragically
the struggle became too much for him, and he died
in June. He would have been touched, as were his
family, by the many kind messages from the Mount
Kelly community following his death.
Obituary submitted by Judith and Richard Skillington (former

Obituary submitted by Anthony Martin (1954-59)

staff 1988-2006)

REMEMBERED IN CHAPEL
The names of OMKs, former staff and
friends of the School who have passed
away are read out at the Evensong
Service which takes place every year
before the OMK Dinner.

This year we will be remembering all of
those who have passed since we were
last able to meet in 2019. The next
OMK Day and Dinner will take place on
18 September 2021.
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ANTONY STODDARD

SCHOOL NEWS

The 2019/20 academic year was a
year which truly was ‘like no other’
in the history of the School. With the
arrival of the Covid-19 pandemic, and
the announcement of the first national
lockdown which began with schools
closing on 20 March, our traditional
educational model was literally turned
upside down overnight. We are
extremely proud of our fleet-footed and
versatile staff who adapted to a brave
new world of online teaching with calm,
positivity and professionalism. The
response from pupils and our parent
community was reciprocally supportive
and full of praise for the School’s
provision during these unsettling times.
The pandemic has in many ways made
us all recognise how privileged we
are to have Mount Kelly and all that it
has to offer our pupil, parent and staff
community alike.
The 2019/20 A Level and GCSE
examinations were replaced with
Centre Assessed Grades (CAG) and
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the School was delighted that 17% of
A Level papers taken were awarded
an A*, 42% were graded A*- A and
80% A*- C, all of which are well above
the national average. With higher than
usual levels of anxiety this year, we
were especially pleased that the vast
majority of our pupils got the grades
they deserved and came through the
challenge strongly. The CAG GCSEs
resulted in 50% of all grades awarded
9-7, almost twice the national figure,
and over 99% of all candidates were
awarded 9-4. Almost 20% of Mount
Kelly pupils scored 8 or 9 in 5 or more
subjects.
In their debut appearance in the
National Arena League A Final, Mount
Kelly swimmers claimed victory in the
most exciting final of the competition's
51 year history. Having only joined the
National Arena League in 2016 (after
the arrival of their 50m Olympic Legacy
Pool) Mount Kelly's journey through the
league has been seamless; winning

every Western Division over the last
four years, the National B Final in 2019
and now the National A Final in 2020.
By the end of the 2019/20 academic
year, we were the school with the most
swimmers on the National Development
Programme (Phase 1).
The singers of Mount Kelly’s flagship
Chamber Choir took part in both
concerts and competitions at the
Canta al Mar International Festival held
in Calella, Barcelona, in November
2019. Competing against choirs from
around the world, they came away with
a second place and Silver Diploma
in the Youth Choir category and were
awarded a Gold Diploma in the Jazz
Category. At a packed Royal Festival
Hall just a few months later in March,
the Chamber Choir was crowned
Barnardo's Senior School Choir of the
Year 2020. Competing against some of
the best school choirs in the country,
our talented young singers impressed
the judges with their energy and

SCHOOL NEWS
precision in performances of Fairest
Lord Jesus by Norwegian composer
Frode Fjellheim and the traditional
gospel song Didn’t My Lord Deliver
Daniel?
Various academic trips took place in
the autumn and spring terms, both at
the Prep and College. Twenty intrepid
Mount Kelly geographers headed off
to Iceland for a fantastic educational
experience-of-a-lifetime whilst our
younger pupils enjoyed trips that
bolstered their academic studies in
History, Art, English and Drama.
Our Volunteering Programme was
enhanced by the establishment of
the Market Garden. Growing fresh
produce for the Tavistock Food Bank,
our pupils also grew local varieties of
real Tamar Valley daffodils which were
sold to parents and staff for charity.
During lockdown, volunteering in the
community became an integral activity
for the School - Mount Kelly donated

its PPE to the NHS, and helped store
and distribute food parcels for the local
foodbank. Alongside our caterers,
Thomas Franks, we contributed and
delivered 500 meals locally in just
one day! Our pupils also rose to the
challenge raising money for charity,
writing letters to the elderly, or baking
for neighbours: we are very proud that
the community spirit at MK is so strong.
The UK Mathematics Trust's Senior
Kangaroo is a follow-on round to
the Senior Mathematical Challenge.
We were delighted when Tina Qi
successfully finished in the top 25% of
participants, receiving a Certificate of
Merit and putting her in the top 1500
pupils in the country. Our Year 10
Go4SET regional winners' project Eco
Factory – Ocean Clean was assessed
by the British Science Association and
was awarded a Gold Crest Award,
which is usually only awarded to
Sixth Form entries. Ten of our College
pupils travelled to Oxford University in

November 2019 to participate in the
Model United Nations Conference.
On the sports front, there were also
many highlights. The Senior rugby team
enjoyed a superb tour to Ireland in
December having won the Rendcomb
Festival cup earlier in the term. We
were also very proud that Sixth form
pupil, Emlyn Oxenham, represented
Wales Hockey U18's against Canada
as their goalkeeper in the summer.
A cast of 18 College pupils put on
an excellent production of Terry
Pratchett's Wyrd Sisters whilst our Prep
pupils performed in various class plays
and the Pre-Prep nativity was another
heart-warming performance by from
our youngest pupils. In the 24th year
that Mount Kelly has taken part in the
City of Plymouth Speech and Drama
Festival, we had over 50 entries from
Years 2 to 8, and once again our pupils
were placed in the top three of each
class entered.
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Our 2020 Leavers will take their place
in history as the group whose time in
school was cut short by a pandemic
that swept across the world and shut
down life as we knew it.
They were not able to sit their exams, let their hair down at
the Summer Ball or say to goodbye to staff and friends in
person; we were all as disappointed as they were. Although
we were not able to give them a traditional farewell, we had
a very moving Leavers’ video at the end of term that was
streamed all over the world so that pupils, staff and parents
could raise a glass in their own homes and toast them.
Head Girl, Indira Falle, worked closely with the Development
Office to put together a fantastic video photo album of all of
the happy times they had together at Mount Kelly. It was a
virtual yet unforgettable send-off to a very special group.
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Edward
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STAFF VALETE
PATRICIA TEAR

organise various happy reunions and events
for our alumni community.

Pat came to Mount House in November
1999 where she supported the Head Master
as PA, working in that time for Jim Massey,
Paddy Savage and Matthew Foale. She
retired from working at the Prep in September
2015 and then began work for the newlyestablished Development and Alumni Office
in February 2016. Her many years at Mount
House meant she was able to connect with
numerous former MH pupils and she helped

Pat's husband, Chris, produced FANFARE
magazine for Mount House from 2002 - 2014
and also handled the school’s PR at that
time. In later years, he would often help Pat
taking photographs of our OMK Golf days
at Tavistock Golf Club and was always by
her side at our OMK Dinners. Sadly, Chris
passed away of lung cancer in the summer
of 2019, and it was shortly thereafter that Pat
decided to retire in January 2020, after an
incredible 21 years of service.

(1999-2020)
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YEAR 8 VALETE

YEAR 8 VALETE

Development & Alumni Office
Mount Kelly
Parkwood Road
Tavistock PL19 0HZ
01822 813107
www.mountkelly.com
alumni@mountkelly.com

Cover page photograph: The Mount Kelly Chamber Choir pictured at the Royal Festival Hall,
London, where they were named Barnardo's School Choir of the Year in March 2020
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